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IN SHORT

UT: Work on
Kargil-Zanskar
road begins
LEH: Union Minister for
Road Transport and
Highways Nitin Gadkari
has announced the begin-
ning of the upgradation
and widening work of the
230-kilometer-long
Kargil-Zanskar Road in
Ladakh.

With its focus on en-
suring year-round acces-
sibility, the Centre gov-
ernment has put its
weight behind the upgra-
dation project of the
Kargil-Zanskar Interme-
diate Lane on National
Highway 301 in Ladakh.

“This extensive proj-
ect, divided into 8 pack-
ages, has seen the suc-
cessful completion of Pkg
5, with Pkg 6 and 7 sched-
uled for this fiscal uP11

INDIA’s first
joint public
rally in MP
NEW DELHI: Taking
another step in its strate-
gic plan to take on the
BJP in the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls, Opposition
bloc INDIA on Wednes-
day decided to hold their
first joint public meeting
in Bhopal in poll-bound
Madhya Pradesh in the
first week of October, and
said the constituent par-
ties will start seat-sharing
talks "at the earliest."

The opposition al-
liance also said it will
raise issues related to ris-
ing prices, unemploy-
ment, corruption and
caste census.

The decisions were
taken at the first meeting
of the coordination com-
mittee of the INDIA
grouping which was held
at the residence of NCP
supremo Sharad Pawar
here. Twelve leaders of
the 14-member panel, the
highest decision uP11

Rs 1,650 cr for
addl 75L LPG
connections
NEW DELHI: The gov-
ernment on Wednesday
allocated Rs 1,650 crore
towards the release of ad-
ditional 75 lakh free LPG
connections under the
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana (PMUY) over
three years ending March
2026.

As per the existing
modalities of Ujjawala
2.0, the first refill and
stove will also be pro-
vided free of cost to
Ujjwala beneficiaries, In-
formation and Broad-
casting Minister Anurag
Thakur told reporters af-
ter the meeting of the
Union Cabinet.

He said Cabinet,
chaired by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi ap-
proved the extension of
PMUY for the release of
75 lakh LPG connections
over three years from Fi-
nancial Year 2023-24 to
2025-26.”Prime uP11

Prez Murmu launches Ayushmann Bhav Campaign

Accessible healthcare facilities
must for UT’s remote areas: LG

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

LEH: Asserting that health-
care services play a critical role
in the well-being and prosper-
ity of a region as unique and
geographically challenging as
Ladakh, Lieutenant Governor
of Ladakh, Brigadier Dr B D
Mishra (Retired) on Wednes-

day underlined the need for
accessible and quality health-
care facilities, especially in re-
mote areas, to meet the
healthcare requirements of
the local population effec-
tively, and added that his ad-
ministration was working in
this direction.

The LG was speaking at

the state-level launch event of
the Ayushmaan Bhava Cam-
paign in Ladakh. The cam-
paign was launched by the
President of India Droupadi
Murmu through video confer-
encing. 

Ayushmaan campaign to
ensure optimum delivery of
health schemes to every in-

tended beneficiary, including
those in the last mile of India.
This comprehensive health-
care initiative aims to enhance
healthcare access and aware-
ness across India and aligns
with the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals 2030, focusing on
“Healthy Villages.” It seeks to
make healthcare services, edu-
cation, and support accessible
to all segments of society, en-
suring good health as a funda-
mental right.

In a significant virtual ad-
dress, the Lieutenant Gover-
nor underscored the para-
mount importance of
healthcare services and the vi-
tal need for organ donation
during the launch of the event
Ayushmaan Bhav, an official
spokesperson said.

In his insightful address,
Mishra stressed the critical
role that healthcare services
play in ensuring the well-be-
ing and prosperity of a region
as unique and geographically
challenging as Ladakh. 

“He highlighted uP11

Army colonel, major, JKP Dy SP 
martyred in Anantnag encounter 
LG Sinha, political parties condole sacrifices
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR: An Army
Colonel commanding a bat-
talion, a Major of a unit and a
Deputy Superintendent of
Jammu and Kashmir Police
were killed in a gunfight with
terrorists in the higher
reaches of Kokorenag area in
the south of the valley, offi-
cials said here on Wednes-
day.

Colonel Manpreet Singh,
Commanding Officer of 19
Rashtriya Rifles, Major
Ashish Dhonack, and Deputy
Superintendent Humayun
Bhat were critically injured in
the gunfight with terrorists
that ensued in the Garol area
of Anantnag district in the
morning hours of Wednes-
day.

The officers succumbed
to their injuries during the
treatment, the officials said.

Bhat, father of a two-
month-old daughter and son
of retired Inspector General
of Jammu and Kashmir Po-
lice Ghulam Hasan Bhat,
died due to heavy blood loss,
they added.

The banned Resistance
Front, believed to be a
shadow group of Pakistan-

based Lashker-e-Taiba, has
claimed responsibility for the
attack.

Officials believe that it is
the same set of terrorists who
had carried out the attack on
army personnel on August 4
killing three jawans in the
higher reaches of the Halan
forest area of Kulgam district.

The operation against the
terrorists began on Tuesday
evening in Garol area but was
called off during the night.

This morning, the hunt
for the terrorists resumed af-
ter information started trick-
ling that they were spotted at a
hideout, the officials said.

Colonel Singh, leading
his team from the front, at-
tacked the terrorists. How-
ever, he was critically injured
in the bullets fired by the ter-
rorists.

Singh, who belonged to
12th Sikh LI, was a recipient

of Sena medal. Dhonack be-
longed to 15th Sikh LI.

Dhonack and Bhat were
also hit by bullets resulting in
critical injuries, the officials
said.

Senior army and police
officers, GoC 15 Corps Lt
General Rajiv Ghai and in-
cluding DGP Dilbag Singh
rushed to the spot to assess
the situation.

Earlier Jammu and
Kashmir Police had posted
on social media handle that
an "encounter has started in
#Kokernag area of #Anant-
nag. Officers from Army and
JKP injured. Details shall fol-
low".

Kashmir-based XV corps
also gave details that "based
on specific intelligence on
presence of terrorists a Joint
Operation was launched by
#IndianArmy & @JmuKmr-
Police on the uP11

Another terrorist killed in Rajouri encounter

Pak trying hard to infiltrate 
foreign ultras into J&K: NAC
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU: Northern Army
Commander Lieutenant
General Upendra Dwivedi
said on Wednesday that Pak-
istan is making full efforts to
infiltrate foreign terrorists
into Jammu and Kashmir to
hinder the progress being
made in internal security
conditions in the region,
even as a second terrorist
was killed in an encounter
with security forces, raising
the death toll during the on-
going three-day search oper-
ation in a remote village in
Rajouri district to three.

The NAC said that the
army has tried to neutralise
foreign terrorists along the
Line of Control (LoC) in Ra-
jouri and Poonch.

"The biggest thing is that
Pakistan is trying to make ef-

forts from its side to send for-
eign terrorists here, despite
the better internal conditions
(security situation), so that
they can create some kind of
obstacle.

"This is because of the
progress that we are making
in Jammu and Kashmir," Lt
Gen Dwivedi told reporters
on the sidelines of the North
Tech Symposium at the IIT
campus at Jagti on the out-
skirts of Jammu city.

He said that in 2022,
over 1.88 crore tourists vis-
ited Jammu and Kashmir.
"Our efforts are to have 2.25
crore tourists this year. uP11

Advisor Kotwal reviews AMRUT 
Projects Progress in UT Ladakh
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

LEH: Advisor, Dr Pawan
Kotwal, who serves as the
Chairman of UTHPSC (UT
High Powered Steering Com-
mittee), chaired a pivotal
meeting to assess the action
plan and project status under
the Atal Mission for Rejuve-
nation and Urban Transfor-
mation (AMRUT) 1.0 & 2.0 in
UT Ladakh, an official
spokesperson said on
Wednesday.

During the meeting, key
officials provided a compre-
hensive presentation on the
AMRUT Mission, highlight-
ing the progress achieved in

UT Ladakh. The total indica-
tive outlay for AMRUT 2.0,
which spans five years from
FY 2021-22 to FY 2025-26,
amounts to Rs 2,77,000

Crores, including a central
share of Rs. 76,760 Crores.
The presentation covered
crucial aspects such as the
A&OE Action Plan submitted

to the ministry, action taken
following the previous meet-
ing held on April 13, 2022,
UCS (Utilization Certificate
Statements), and funds req-
uisition submitted for AM-
RUT projects, including the
approval of the revised proj-
ect cost for the comprehen-
sive sewerage scheme, sewer-
age treatment plant in Kargil
town STP Kargil, and the de-
velopment of the sewerage
system in the left-out areas of
Leh town. Additionally, ap-
proval was sought for the
24*7 water supply project for
Kargil.

Advisor Dr. Pawan Kot-
wal advised a uP11

Khirwar holds back-to-back 
meetings on PMAY-U, STPs
n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

LEH: Principal Secretary to
the Ladakh Administration,
Sanjeev Khirwar on Wednes-
day convened back-to-back
high-level meetings and re-
viewed the progress of a num-
ber of government schemes.

In a significant effort to
further the vision of afford-
able housing and urban de-
velopment in the Union Ter-
ritory of Ladakh, Khirwar,
Principal Secretary, Housing
& Urban Development De-
partment, convened a high-
level meeting at the Civil Sec-
retariat in Leh.

The Principal Secretary

presided over the meeting,
demonstrating the Ladakh
administration's commit-
ment to ensuring the success-
ful execution of PMAY-U in
the region. During the meet-

ing, he emphasized the need
for collaborative efforts be-
tween various stakeholders to
achieve the desired objectives
of the scheme.

In an informative and in-

sightful meeting, the con-
cerned departments of Leh
and Kargil presented compre-
hensive and detailed presenta-
tions on the progress of
PMAY-U in their respective
districts. These presentations
covered various aspects of the
program, including benefici-
ary identification, funding al-
location, construction
progress, and challenges
faced. Officials from Leh and
Kargil shared insights into the
allocation and utilization of
funds under PMAY-U. They
discussed how financial re-
sources were being judi-
ciously utilized to facilitate
the construction uP11

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

LEH: Chairman and CEC of
LAHDC Leh, Tashi Gyalson
on Wednesday expressed his

anguish over the progress of
220 KV S/C Phyang-Diskit
Power Transmission Line.

Deputy Chairman, Tser-
ing Angchuk; EC Minority Af-

fairs, Ghulam Mehdi; Coun-
cillor Panamik, Tsering
Sangdup; Chief Engineer
PDD Ladakh, SE PDD Leh,
Senior Deputy Manager PG-
CIL, Project Manager REC
PDC Ltd., and all concerned
Contractors attended the re-
view meeting chaired by
Gyalson.

CEC Gyalson thoroughly
reviewed the status of civil
works which include erection
of towers and completion of
foundation base along the
targeted locations. Officials of
PIA informed CEC that the
agencies have so far com-
pleted the erection of uP11

Gyalson anguished over delay 
in 220 KV Power TL to Nubra

n EARTH NEWS SERVICE

LEH: To facilitate investment
services other than banking to
the people of Ladakh, Jammu
and Kashmir Bank Financial

Services Limited (JKBFSL) -
a wholly owned subsidiary of
J&K Bank today threw open
its first branch in Ladakh UT
and 13th overall branch at JK
Bank Zonal Office uP11

JKBFSL opens first 
branch in Ladakh
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BHAGAVAD GITA | Chapter 7, Verse 21

;ks ;ks ;ka ;ka ruqa Hkä% J);kfpZrqfePNfr |
rL; rL;kpyka J)ka rkeso fon/kkE;ge~ || 21||

yo yo yāṁ yāṁ tanuṁ bhaktaḥ śhraddhayārchitum ichchhati
tasya tasyāchalāṁ śhraddhāṁ tām eva vidadhāmyaham

yaḥ yaḥ—whoever; yām yām—whichever; tanum—form; bhaktaḥ—devotee; śhraddhayā—with
faith; architum—to worship; ichchhati—desires; tasya tasya—to him; achalām—steady;

śhraddhām—faith; tām—in that; eva—certainly; vidadhāmi—bestow; aham—I

yo yo yam yam tanum bhaktah shraddhayarchitum ichchhati
tasya tasyachalam shraddham tam eva vidadhamyaham

v TRANSLATION
BG 7.21: Whatever celestial form a devotee seeks to worship with faith, I steady the faith of such

a devotee in that form.

v COMMENTARY
We find countless devotees around us engaging in devotion toward the celestial gods, with un-

flinching faith and wonder, how people develop such high faith in the lower form of worship? In this
verse, Shree Krishna answers this and says that He is the creator of the faith in the celestial gods as
well. When He finds people worshiping the devatās for the fulfillment of their material desires, He
helps them in their devotion and steadies their faith. The ability to create śhraddhā or faith is be-
yond the capacity of the celestial gods; it is the indwelling Paramātmā or the Supreme Soul who in-
spires faith in the hearts of the devotees.  Later in the Bhagavad Gita verse 15.15, He states, “I am
seated in the hearts of all living beings, and from Me come memory, knowledge, as well as forget-
fulness. I alone am to be known by all the Vedas, am the author of the Vedant, and the knower of the
meaning of the Vedas.”

Shree Krishna had earlier mentioned that those who are in true-knowledge engage in the
highest and the most beneficial kind of śhraddhā that is to worship the Supreme Lord. Then one
might ask, why the Supreme Lord creates faith in people toward the celestial gods—is it not inap-
propriate?

Let us look at this example of parents giving dolls to their small children. The child plays with
these dolls as if they were real people and develops love and affection towards them. The parents
are aware of the child’s innocence, yet they encourage this play to help the child develop the qual-
ities of love, care, and affection towards other people. These qualities will help children become so-
cially responsible when they grow up.

Similarly, our eternal parent God is aware of our ignorance. Hence, when He finds that some
souls engage in worship of the celestial gods for material gains, He helps them by steading their faith.
He is aware that this experience will help in the evolution of the soul, and once they acquire true-
knowledge that the Supreme Lord is the summum bonum or the highest good of everything, they
will surrender to Him.

g ARIES: Stay positive and radiant today, Aries. This is
a great day for you to take control. Connect with others on
group projects and feel free to offer creative input. Let the
artist within take the spotlight, and cultivate this talent in
any way you can. Take the time to engage in long conver-
sations with people regarding recent events. You have a
great deal to share.

g TAURUS: People may be tired of your harsh attitude,
Taurus. This doesn't mean you should necessarily change
your ways or who you are. Just be more aware of how your
words affect others. Be prepared to take the heat when
people defend themselves. Don't kick people around and
expect them to never kick back. There's a frenzy of warlike
energy in store for you today.

g GEMINI: You may feel the need to act aggressively
regarding this climactic period in your life, thanks to long-
term trends. There's expansive energy today encouraging
you to take action, Gemini. There may be opposition, but
keep in mind that you have a great deal of strength on your
side. The warrior inside you is ready to fight, and you have a
fire burning within.

g CANCER: Try not to be harsh and judgmental today,
Cancer. You don't understand others' perspectives and
the codes they live by. Differences are no reason to find
fault with people. You have a powerful personality that's
perceptive and creative. Use these gifts in a positive,
healthy manner instead of using them to get down on
others and their behavior.

g LEO: Long-term trends are coming to a favorable
point for you, Leo. This is a good day to examine them and
make some moves forward in pursuit of your goals.
There's a great deal of energy working in your favor today
and asking you to take charge and lead the fight toward a
better reality. Get out of bed early and get moving.

g VIRGO: This isn't a day to sit around and wait for good
fortune to come to you, Virgo. It's time to make it happen.
Get off the couch and get moving. Now that you've inter-
nalized, contemplated, and received information, it's time
to direct that energy and wisdom outward. Express your
creative, artistic self in any way you can.

g LIBRA: Get ready for action, Libra, because today

could be a fast-paced adventure sure to keep you on your
toes. Your desire to fight and conquer is probably much
stronger than usual, and communication with others is
the very thing that will fuel this fire. Your action-oriented
instinct is likely to be bold, so use caution in all situations.
Pace yourself and avoid confrontation!

g SCORPIO: People may be tired of your harsh attitude,
Scorpio. This doesn't mean you should necessarily
change your ways or who you are. Just be more aware of
how your words affect others. Be prepared to take the
heat when people defend themselves. Don't kick people
around and expect them to never kick back. There's a
frenzy of warlike energy in store for you today.

g SAGITTARIUS: Kick up your heels and get moving,
Sagittarius. The fast-paced energy of the day is just what
you need to get things done. You're ready to take action.
You have power and strength behind you, so feel free to
expand and explore this desire to conquer. New adven-
tures are on the horizon now and you have a great oppor-
tunity to take advantage of situations that resonate with
your true self.

g CAPRICORN: It may seem like everyone else has a
purpose and project except you, Capricorn. While everyone
is charging out of the gate, you may still be unsure that this
is the race you want to run. Don't push yourself into some-
thing you don't want to do. The energy of the day is fast
and adventurous, but if you aren't feeling up for a fight,
don't force it.

g AQUARIUS: This is a great day for you, Aquarius. You'll
find that long-term trends are coming together harmo-
niously. Connections are being made when you share good
times and laughter with close friends and other people.
Stick with the things that feel right. You have love and
bravery to share with the world, so don't be afraid to go out
and conquer. Take action and be strong.

g PISCES: Don't let others push you around today,
Pisces. People may talk themselves up, but there's little
behind the words. Be careful that you don't misfire. This is
a day to care about you and your needs. Take steps toward
making sure you're getting what you want. Connect with
people you've met recently. There's significance in these
serendipitous meetings.
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Is it your Birthday today?
g SEPTEMBER 14:

Governed by number 5 and the planet Mercury, you are active,
authoritative, dashing, confident, helpful, sincere and kind
hearted person. You are not very good in expressing your emotions
to your lover and your tendency to behave extravagant and lazy
always attracts criticism from those around you.You like to enjoy
life to the fullest.
This is the right time to take important business decisions. In-
vestments made during this phase will bring in good profits.
Renovation of the house or construction related activities will
also be high on your agenda. Matters related to property will
bring gains. Distant travel, Oct be overseas, brings joy and happi-
ness along with a possible reunion with an old contact. Chronic
patients definitely need to be more careful about their health.
Preventive medicines should not be avoided at any cost. The
months of October, January, March and August will prove to be
highly significant. 

What It Means
To abstain from something is to choose to
not do or have that thing. Abstain can also
mean specifically "to choose not to vote."
The doctor insisted that Drew abstain
from eating for at least 12 hours before his
blood test.
Ten members voted for the proposal, six
members voted against it, and two
abstained.

in Context
"In this impassioned plea to restore native
ecosystems, landscape designer Reynolds
(The Garden Awakening) sets out to recruit
green 'warriors' to build ARKs, or 'Acts of
Restorative Kindness,' on their land. ... Those
looking to turn their gardens into ARKs should
overcome 'the shame of having a messy gar-
den'; abstain from using fungicides, pesti-
cides, and herbicides; cut back on concrete
usage in landscaping so as to 'let the earth
breathe as much as possible'; and plant native
flora." — Publisher's Weekly, 1 Aug. 2022

Did You Know?
If you abstain, you're consciously, and usually
with effort, choosing to hold back from doing

something that you would like to do. Lucky for
you, we’d never abstain from sharing a good
bit of word history. Abstain traces back
through Middle English and Anglo-French to
the Latin verb abstinēre, which combines the
prefix ab- ("from, away, off") with tenēre, a
Latin verb meaning "to hold." (Spanish
speakers might recognize tenēre’s influence
in the Spanish verb tener, meaning "to have,
hold, or take.") Tenēre has many offspring in
English; other descendants include contain,
detain, maintain, obtain, pertain, retain, and
sustain, as well as some words that don’t end
in -tain, such as tenant and tenacious.
Abstain, like many of its cousins, has been
used by English speakers since at least the
14th century.

Word of the Day
abstain

verb | ub-STAYN
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Solved By: Kunga Chosdon

Figuring Out, What Next

Are you looking in every direction and feeling con-
fused about what to do next in your life? Are you para-
lyzed with fear of making a move because change feels
scary? Or are you feeling stagnant and going through
the motions, daydreaming about how your life could be
different?

Perhaps you have been contemplating your pur-
pose to determine why you are here. You have reached
a state of feeling like you just don’t know what to do.
Some people know early on what they will do regarding
their career and family life. They go to school, start
working in their chosen field, and live a happy and ful-
filled life. Some people change mid-life (the mid-life cri-
sis!).

Other people may change and re-invent them-
selves multiple times throughout their life. No one
way is better than another. This is a good thing if you
have reached a state of not knowing what to do with
your life. It’s a sign that things need to change – and
that change is just around the corner. Whether you
are facing a decision of what to do next in your per-
sonal or professional life, here are five steps you can fol-
low:

Take Time Out
The first thing you should do, if you don’t know

what to do, is do nothing. Take time out to sit with the
unknown. You don’t have to hide away from the world
by going away on a retreat for a month to sort out your
life. But if you can do this, then more power to you!
Taking time out could mean cutting back on non-es-
sential tasks and activities, freeing up more time each
day for you to just ‘be.’ Allow yourself to get still, to re-
connect to your inner being. Whether you do this by
spending time alone, journaling, meditation, or some
other way, it’s important that you clear the clutter of
your mind. You can get stuck in a state of not knowing
because there are too many choices. The mind is run-
ning these choices repeatedly as possibilities, which

can be overwhelming. Take time out to realign your
core values and examine your current state. Ask your-
self what is really important to you in life. This is a
process; you don’t need to decide this minute. So take
the pressure off of yourself.

Feel Your Emotions
With a little extra time to yourself, you may find

that feelings that were previously hidden away or cov-
ered up because you were too busy will surface. You
cannot avoid your emotions (although many people try
by indulging in addictive behaviors). When you feel
and examine your emotions, you find that they have
something to teach you. You may experience doubt, ap-
athy, or even panic about your future. Emotions left un-
attended by the conscious mind, such as anger or frus-
tration, can manifest in your body in a physical form
(e.g. upset stomach). Don’t ignore them.

Explore Your Passions
With more free time and an increasing under-

standing of your emotions, you will want to explore
what brings you joy next. Ask yourself what you feel
passionate about. Maybe nothing comes to mind right
away. This can feel defeating. But don’t worry: you
don’t have to go out and save the world with a
grandiose plan. What little things or activities bring
you joy? What are your hobbies? Spend more time
doing what you love or try something new. It will take
your focus away from thinking too much about what to
do with your life. When you are joyful, it sets you up to
be in a position of receiving more joy—like attracts
like.

Take Inspired Action
Can you recall a time in your life when you tried

everything in your power to make something happen,
but it just wasn’t happening? Chances are that this
path wasn’t meant for you, or the timing wasn’t right.
The universe had other plans for you. As you explore
your passions, it’s vital for you to take inspired action.

Inspired action means you feel good about taking
the next step and are moving ahead with conscious
awareness. If you are just doing things because you
feel you have to, you might be addicted to being busy
and not even know it, and ultimately left feeling over-
whelmed. If you’re trying too hard to figure out your life
or taking on too many new things to discover your pas-
sions, it’s time to go back to step one and take a break!
We are conditioned to believe that nothing can be
achieved without hard work. Nothing will indeed hap-
pen without taking any action. However, the inten-
tion behind your action can make things easy or diffi-
cult for you. Line up your energy first and approach
your next step from an inspired state. Life will unfold as
it’s meant to.

Let Go of The Outcome
You may refuse to take a step forward in life be-

cause you don’t know what to expect. You don’t know
the outcome; therefore, fear creeps in. This keeps you
in a state of inaction. But what if you let go of the out-
come? How boring would life be if you knew exactly
how each day would turn out from day one? There is a
sense of intrigue when you don’t know precisely how
life will be when faced with changing direction. Don’t
let fear stop you from exploring possibilities. Remain
open to whatever life presents. It may surprise you
with an even better outcome than you could have
imagined.

It’s OK not to know what to do in life. Change can
be scary – if you tell yourself that it is. However,
change is inevitable, and it brings growth. You can’t
bury your head in the sand forever and ignore what
change is trying to teach you. Well, you can bury your
head in the sand for a while. But life has a wonderful
way of encouraging (sometimes forcing) you to
change when you stop going with the flow. Embrace the
unknown for a while.
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LUNA-2: 
On this day in 1959, Luna-2 landed 
on the surface of the Moon. It was 
the first man-made object to reach 

the surface of the Moon, and first to 
make contact with another celestial 
body. This started the space com-
petition in the Soviet Union and 

America.

URBAN AREAS:
In Urban areas of union 

territory of Ladakh, 95.6% 
is the percentage of Moth-

ers whose last birth was 
protected against neonatal 

tetanus in Urban areas 
according to NFHS-5.

Ayushman Bhava health
campaign launched
at CHC Sankoo Kargil
SANKOO: Ayushman Bhavah Campaign, a na-
tionwide initiative of Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare (MoHFW) was launched at Community Health 
Center Sankoo, Kargil on Wednesday.

Ayushman Bhav is an initiative with an objective to 
saturate all health schemes.

During the virtual  launching ceremony among 
those present Sub Divisional Magistrate(SDM) Sankoo 
Madam Kaneez Fatima, Block Medical Officer San-
koo Dr Ghulam Hussain, Dr Imtiyaz Ali Surgen, Dr 
Ashiq Hussain Dental Surgeon, Dr Syed Abul Hassan 
RBSK Medical Officer, Paramedics staffs, RBSK Team, 
ASHA’s  and AWW’s.
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 @DIPR_Leh
Hon’ble LG Brig. Dr. B. D. Mishra (Re-
tired) chaired the state-level launch of the  
Ayushmaan Bhava Campaign in Ladakh. 
This comprehensive healthcare initiative 
aims to enhance access, awareness, and 
well-being for all. #AyushmaanBhava 
#HealthForAll #LadakhHealthcare 
@lg_ladakh

@DilipGhoshBJP
Defense minister Shri Rajnath Singh laid 
the foundation stone for an airfield in 
eastern Ladakh. The airfield, being built 
at a cost of ₹219 crore, will be one of the 
highest in the world for fighter jets at a 
height of 13,700 feet.

LADAKH

SPEED LIMIT
This sign designates the speed, as 
specified in the sign, of traffic on 
road. The limit specified must be 
invariable followed to avoid penal 
action and accidents on the road.

This year Chewang Rinchin 
was conferred with UT’s high-
est honour. Chewang Rinchin 
has been in government ser-
vice since 9th July 2007 and 
is now posted as Head Assis-
tant in the District and Em-
ployment Counselling Centre 
Leh and currently working in 
the General Administration 
Department, UT Secretari-
at. He has shown great zeal, 
enthusiasm and dedication 
since day one of his duty.  His 
commitment towards his of-
ficial duties includes his humility, sincerity and integrity 
with which he carries out every assignment, never halting 
to learn.

The official assisted in fast tracking and streamlining re-
cruitments in his earlier postings in Leh Autonomous Hill 
Development Subordinate Services Recruitment Board, 
recruiting candidates against various categories of District 
Cadre posts since 2007. In his present tenure in General 
Administration Department he meticulously assisted in fi-
nalizing the Recruitment Rules of all the Subordinate Ser-
vices/cadres of the UT Administration.

His utmost dedication, professionalism and untiring 
commitment toward his duty have been appreciated by sev-
eral Deputy Commissioners and also recommended for the 
State Awards (erstwhile J&K) for the Year 2014, 2016 and 
2017.  He was also conferred with District Award on the eve 
of Republic Day 2014 for his meritorious public service.

The awards were instituted in the year 2021 to acknowl-
edge and honour the outstanding achievements of individ-
uals and organizations who have made significant contri-
butions in their respective fields and brought recognition 
to Ladakh.

 

CHEWANG RINCHIN

The Earth News
brings to you the notables from Ladakh. 
In this series, we are covering the stories of the 
award winners, prominent personalities, social 
workers and activists from the union territory. 
Let us know more of them.

  NOTABLES

EARTH NEWS SERVICE
-----------------------------------------------

LEH: Instructing all the re-
spective department to en-
sure grandly and smooth 
celebrations, Chairman/
CEC, LAHDC Leh, Tashi 
Gyalson chaired a meeting 
regarding the celebration 
of ‘Ladakh Festival 2023’ 
and ‘Vibrant Ladakh Show 
at Umling La’ Wednesday 
with the concerned district 
officers and stakeholders 
from the tourism sector.

Executive Councillors, 
Ghulam Mehdi and Tashi 
Namgyal Yakzee; Incharge 
SP Leh; ADC Leh; Dy Sec-
retary, Cultural Academy; 
IAO, LAHDC Leh; AD 
Tourism; AD Information; 
CAO Leh; CEO Leh; ACL 
Leh; DSHO Leh; EO, MC 
Leh; President, ALTTA; 
President, ALTOA; Presi-
dent, ALHGHA and other 
concerned officers from all 
the line departments were 
also present.

The meeting held exten-
sive deliberation on creat-
ing the month of Septem-
ber in the tourism calendar 

as a month of festivities 
celebrating Ladakh with 
a range of eclectic events 
showcasing its different 
facets, aimed at propelling 
tourism in Ladakh and ex-
tending the tourism sea-
son.

CEC Gyalson directed 
the concerned officers to 
prepare a detailed tour-
ism calendar for Septem-
ber with activities lined 
up from the Climate Cup; 
Ladakh Marathon; Lada-
kh Festival inclusive of 
the Balti festival, Ladakh 

International Music Festi-
val; Sports Festival; Back 
to Village Programme; The 
Himalayan Film Festival, 
etc. CEC also instructed 
to ensure that the upcom-
ing Ladakh Festival 2023 
is celebrated grandly and 
smoothly and discussed the 
role and responsibilities of 
the respective departments 
and the committees formed 
for the same purpose along 
with the scheduled itiner-
ary of events for the Ladakh 
Festival.

Meanwhile, Chairman/

CEC, LAHDC Leh, Tashi 
Gyalson accompanied by 
ADC/CEO Leh Develop-
ment Authority, Sonam 
Chosjor and officials of Rev-
enue Department Leh led 
by Tehsildar, Abdul Rahim 
paid a visit to Shey Sman-
la to assess the area pro-
posed for the development 
of Sindhu Riverside project 
and a theme park.

The CEC directed offi-
cers of the Revenue Depart-
ment to timely prepare a 
comprehensive DPR for the 
said project at the earliest.

CEC instructs for grand, smooth Ladakh Festival  
celebration, Vibrant Ladakh Show at Umling La

Sensitization program held at
Hardass, Chanigound villages
HARDASS: Women Police Station along with social 
workers from Special Cell for Women Kargil organized 
a sensitization program at Hardass and Chanigound 
villages Wednesday.

In the program, SHO Women Police Station Kargil 
gave a brief introduction about the functioning of wom-
en police station at Petrol Pump TV Station Kargil.

She also threw light on some important and sensitive 
topics like domestic violence, stalking, black mailing and 
many other forms of violence against women.

Social workers from Special Cell for Women also 
elaborated the challenges faced by women in day to day 
life, and also gave awareness to the participants about 
legal rights of women in the Indian Constitution, child 
marriage and property rights of daughters.

In the end, the SHO Women Police Station requested 
women participants to make the police station accessi-
ble.

EARTH NEWS SERVICE
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

DURBUK: Poshan Tracker Application, a 
revolutionary mobile application aimed at 
improving nutrition outcomes among chil-
dren and women, conducted a successful 
training session in Durbuk on September 
12. 

The training, which focused on equip-
ping Anganwadi workers with the necessary 
skills to effectively utilize the application, 
witnessed the participation of dedicated 
workers from all the anganwadi workers of 
the area.

It was informed that the Poshan Track-
er Application has covered four projects, 
making a significant impact in enhancing 
the delivery of vital nutrition services to vul-
nerable communities. The recent training at 
Durbuk aimed to further expand the reach 
of this life-changing initiative by empower-
ing local Anganwadi workers with hands-on 
training.

State Coordinator from the Ministry of 
Women and Child Development, Ankush 
Shrama conducted the training.  His ex-
pertise and knowledge proved invaluable 
in familiarizing the participants with the 
functionalities of the Poshan Tracker Appli-
cation, enabling them to efficiently monitor 
and record crucial data related to the nutri-
tional status of beneficiaries.

During the training, Anganwadi workers 
were made to walk through various mod-

ules of the application, including data entry, 
monitoring, and reporting functionalities. 
The session also provided an opportunity 
for the workers to clarify any doubts and 
concerns, ensuring their complete under-
standing of the application’s potential.

Further, it was informed that the Poshan 
Tracker Application has already made sub-
stantial progress in transforming the way 
Anganwadi workers collect and analyze 
data pertaining to nutrition services. 

By streamlining the process, the appli-
cation enables real-time monitoring and 
tracking, ensuring timely interventions 
and improved outcomes for beneficiaries.

Ankush expressed his satisfaction with 
the enthusiasm demonstrated by the An-
ganwadi workers during the training. He 
emphasized the importance of leveraging 
technology to tackle malnutrition effec-
tively and praised the Poshan Tracker Ap-
plication for its role in this mission.

The Poshan Tracker Application is a 
mobile-based platform designed to im-
prove the nutrition outcomes among chil-
dren and women in India. By digitizing data 
collection and monitoring processes, the ap-
plication enables real-time tracking, timely 
interventions, and improved outcomes. 

The initiative aims to support the Gov-
ernment of India’s National Nutrition Mis-
sion, focused on reducing malnutrition and 
improving the overall health of the country’s 
population.

EARTH NEWS SERVICE
-----------------------------------------------

KARGIL: The ICDS Project 
Kargil Block Wednesday or-
ganized Poshan Maah Maha 
Mela for Kargil Town at 
ICDS Centre Hatoo Goma 
Kargil, on the theme exclu-
sive breastfeeding and com-
plementary feeding, test, 
and treat, talk anemia and 
overall nutrition.

On the occasion, a spe-
cial medical camp regard-
ing anemia was also orga-
nized during which on-spot 
blood testing and growth 
measurement of the partic-
ipants were conducted. 

District Programme Of-
ficer, ICDS Kargil, Nargis 
Banoo was the chief guest 
and District Immunization 
Officer, Dr Jaleel was the 
guest of honour.

Others who were pres-
ent on the occasion include 
CDPO ICDS Kargil, Area 

Supervisor, Block Coordi-
nator, Staff of Mission Posh-
an, all AWWs and AWHs of 
Goma Kargil, ICDS benefi-
ciaries comprising pregnant 
and nursing women along 
with 6 months to 6 years 
children among adolescent 
girls were present at the 
event. 

During this Mela, DPO 
shared valuable insights 
and threw light on the sig-
nificance of Poshan Maah 
and its essential aspects.

Furthermore, the health 
and nutrition of the chil-
dren were meticulously 
assessed through height 
and weight measurements, 
aimed at identifying any 
signs of Moderate Acute 
Malnutrition (MAM) or 
Severe Acute Malnutrition 
(SAM).

With unwavering deter-
mination, AWCs’ helpers 
were entrusted with the 

vital task of executing the 
Poshan scheme diligently 
and fostering close collabo-
ration with other stakehold-
ers in the community.

The DPO emphasized 
the pivotal role of punctu-
ality within AWCs and un-
derlined the imperative of 
providing nutrition to bene-
ficiaries in accordance with 
established guidelines.

At the event, one of the 
beneficiaries said Poshan 
Maah initiative continues 
to be a beacon of hope and 
health for the region’s chil-
dren and mothers, ensuring 
they receive the care and 
support they deserve.

Traditional food and 
green leafy vegetables 
were also displayed by the 
AWWs and AWHs to draw 
the attention of the people 
towards the importance of 
inclusion of locally available 
foods in daily life.

Poshan Tracker Application training
empowers Anganwadi workers

ICDS Kargil block organises
Pooshan Maah Maha Mela

EARTH NEWS SERVICE
---------------------------------------------------------

KARGIL: The pre-event activities 
for Swachhta Pakhwada, sched-
uled to take place from September 
15 to October 2, 2023, witnessed 
significant participation across 
Kargil district Wednesday.

Under the guidance of Depu-
ty Commissioner/CEO, LAHDC, 
Kargil, Shrikant Suse, MC Kargil 
in coordination with other depart-
ments and NYK Kargil, conducted 
a Swachata Pakhawada cleaning of 
Suru River from Fatima Chowk to 
Sher Bagh, Kargil.

During the event, volunteers 
from NYK, the Supervisor of MC 
Kargil, sweepers, and officials and 
employees from various depart-
ments such as PHE, RD&PRD, 
R&B, I&FC, Tourism, and Forest 
were present.

Similarly, under the supervi-
sion of DC Kargil, an awareness 
program for transport operators 
took place at the Conference Hall 
of the ARTO Office in Kargil.

ACR Kargil, Muhammad 
Sharief, District Panchayat Officer 

(DPO), Padma Angmoo, Executive 
Officer of MC Kargil, Shafqat Ali, 
Dy SP DAR Stanzin, ARTO Kar-
gil, Khadim Hussain, and the staff 
of the ARTO office, along with 
transport operators, attended the 
event. The program had the ob-
jective of educating operators and 
drivers about the significance of 
cleanliness.

While discussing the signifi-
cance of transport operators in 
promoting cleanliness, the ACR 
emphasized that drivers have the 

potential to drive positive socie-
tal change through their role in 
maintaining cleanliness.

He also urged the transport 
operators to refrain from using 
single-use plastic items. Further-
more, he expressed hope that 
the awareness program would 
yield positive results in promot-
ing cleanliness throughout the 
district. He advised the drivers 
to take initiative at the individual 
level and educate passengers and 
family members about the impor-

tance of cleanliness.
While addressing the gather-

ing, DPO Kargil emphasized that 
drivers, owing to their unique po-
sition, have the ability to encour-
age cleanliness among tourists 
by educating visitors about the 
significance of preserving a clean 
environment.

She underscored their influen-
tial role in shaping the behavior of 
tourists and suggested that they 
could serve as ambassadors for 
cleanliness within the district.

During the event, Executive 
Officer MC Kargil encouraged 
drivers to actively educate others 
about the importance of clean-
liness. He expressed hope that 
drivers could play a pivotal role 
in influencing positive changes in 
waste disposal habits within the 
community.

During the event, Dy SP DAR 
Stanzin emphasized that drivers 
should make individual contribu-
tions to society. He urged them to 
take on the responsibility of pro-
moting cleanliness and encour-
aged them to lead by setting a pos-
itive example for others to follow.

During his address, ARTO Kar-
gil, Khadim Hussain urged trans-
port operators to take it upon 
themselves to educate passengers, 
tourists, and the general public 
about the harmful consequences 
of littering and throwing waste on 
the roadside.

At the conclusion of the event, 
all participants took a pledge to 
work together diligently towards 
the shared goal of establishing a 
clean and healthy society.

Pre-event activities ahead of Swachhta Pakhwada held
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UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU & KASHMIR 

OFFICE THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER  
JAMMU DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY DIVISION NO.I, JAMMU 

 

 NOTICE INVITING TENDER- 
 e-NIT No. JDA-I/2023-24/e-NIT/55  Dated 06.09.2023 

 

 Executive Engineer JDA Division No.I for and on behalf of the Vice Chairman, Jammu 
Development authority, Jammu e-tenders are invited on item rate basis from approved and eligible 
Contractors registered with Union Territory of J&K, CPWD, Railways and other State/Central 
Governments, for the following work :-  

 
S. 

No 
Name of Work Name of 

Division 
Estimated 

Cost                  
(Rs. in lacs) 

Cost of 
document 

(in Rs.) 

Earnest 
Money  

Time 
Allowed 

for 
complet

e-on 

Time 
and date 

of 
opening 
of tender 

Class of 
Contractor 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

1 Cleaning of Water Tanks 
and Septic Tanks of 
Vikas Bhawan, Pargati 
Bhawan, Divisional 
Office, JDA Staff 
Quarters, JDA Store and 
JDA Guest House 

JDA Division 
No.I 

Rs 0.40 
Lacs 

Rs. 
100/- 

Rs 800/- 120 
Days  

(1400 Hrs) 
on or 
after 

26.09.2023 

Appropriate 
Class 

 

Position of AAA :-  Accorded  
Position of Funds :- Available 
Technical Sanction:- Accorded   
 

The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, 
Drawings, bill of  quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be 
seen/downloaded from the departmental website http://jktenders.gov.in as per below schedule : 
 

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 06.09.2023 
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents From 06.09.2023 1800 to 26.09.2023, 1300 Hrs 
3 Date, Time and place of pre-bid meeting Nil 
4 Bid submission Start Date 06.09.2023  1800 Hrs 
5 Bid Submission End Date 26.09.2023 up to 1300 Hrs 
6 Date & time of opening of Technical Bids 

(Online) 
26.09.2023 on or after 1400 Hrs in the Office of 
Executive Engineer JDA Division No.I 

7 Date & time of opening of Financial Bids (Online) 
 

To be notified after technical bid evaluation is 
completed 

 

1. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Bank Receipt as per annexure 
–“A” favoring Vice Chairperson, JDA Jammu uploading a copy of bank receipt, The original 
instruments in respect of cost of documents, and bid security (EMD) will have to be in form of 
CDR/FDR pledged in favor of Executive Engineer JDA Division I,  and relevant documents of L1 
be submitted to the Executive Engineer JDA Division No.I, RHC Jammu at the time of award of 
contract. 

2. U
Unbalanced Bid: 
The successful bidder L1  shall have to deposit an  additional  performance security in the 
shape of CDR/FDR/B.G before award of contract in case the bid of the successful bidder is 
found to be unbalanced and the following scale shall   apply there to:- 
S.No Percentage of unbalanced bid viz –a- Adv. 

Cost 
 Additional performance 
security to be deposited 
on quoted  bid by L1 

1.  Upto and including 15% below Nil 
2.  >15% upto and including 20% below 5% 
3.  >20% upto and including 25% below 10% 
4.  >25% upto and including 30% below 15% 
5.  >30% below 20% 

3. Bidders can resubmit/withdraw the bids as specified. 
4. The date and time of opening of Financial-Bids shall be notified on Web Site 

www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically through an e-mail message on 
their e-mail address. The Financial-bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online in the 
Executive Engineer JDA Division No.I RHC, Jammu. The date for same shall be intimated 
separately. 
 

5. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of 
Technical bids. 

 
6. The bidder shall be disqualified from bidding for any contract with this office for a period of 03 

Years from the date of notification, If :- 
a) Any bidder/tenderer withdraws his bid/tender during the period of bid validity or makes any 

modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid. 
b) Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within specified time 

period after issue of letter of acceptance. 
c) In case contractor fails to execute the agreement within 07 days after fixation of contract. No :-  

 
JDA-I/578-88              Sd/-  
Dated :- 06/09/2023        Executive Engineer 

                              JDA Division No I    
DIP/J-2894-P/23                 Jammu 

I, Bavrica Kour Sudan 
declare that my Father’s 
Name Is Wrongly written 
In my 10th And 12th Mark-
sheet as Ranjeet Singh Su-
dan. The Correct name is 
Ranjeet Singh. Now I am 
applying for the correc-
tion of the same. Objection 
if any may be conveyed 
to concerned authorities 
within 7 days from publi-
cation of this notice.

I, Ranuka Devi Vaddema-
ni spouse of No. 15671046W 
L/Hav P Anjaneyulu V, 
presently posted at Unit 
3 IDSR C/O 56 APO have 
changed my name from 
Ranuka Devi Vaddema-
ni to Vaddemani Renuka 
Devi.

NOTICE

NOTICE

Earth News Service
--------------------------------------------------------

JAMMU: BJP Kashmir Displaced 
District (KDD) observed Martyrs 
Day at BJP headquarter, Trikuta 
Nagar Jammu to pay floral tributes 
to Amar Shaheed Tika Lal Taploo on 
his 35th Shaheedi Divas.

Dushyant Kumar Gautam, BJP 
National General Secretary, J&K 
BJP President Ravinder Raina and 
General Secretary (Org.) Ashok Koul 
chiefly addressed the tributes pro-
gramme.

Former MLC Ajey Bharti (BJP 
Spokesperson & Prabhari KDD), 
President KDD Chand Ji Bhat, 
Seh-Prabhari Hira Lal Bhat were 
amongst the other prominent pres-
ent on the occasion.

Respectful homage was paid to 
Amar Shaheed Tika Lal Taploo Ji, 
Pt. Prem Nath Bhat and to all those 
martyrs who attained martyrdom 
during the last 34 years in J&K in-
cluding Army, Paramilitary, Police 
Personnel while fighting anti na-
tionals & Pakistan sponsored ter-
rorists.

Two minutes of silence was ob-
served as a mark of respect to mar-
tyrs.  A documentary film on Amar 

Shaheed Tika Lal Taploo was also 
shown on the occasion and Martyr’s 
Photo Gallery set up by KDD Yuva 
Morcha.

Dushyant Kumar Gautam while 
paying tributes to Amar Shaheed 
Tika Lal Taploo termed him the tall-
est nationalist  leader of Kashmir, 
who was known to all communities 
and earned love & respect from all 
the sects of the society. His supreme 
sacrifice for the nation will always 
be remembered.

Ravinder Raina said that he was 
a prominent figure of BJP in Kash-
mir and his aim was to strengthen 
the nationalist forces and defeat 
the design of anti-national forces. 
He was a popular leader among all 
communities because he was always 
available to needy people for help ir-
respective of caste, creed or religion.

Ashok Koul said that he was a  
great leader of BJP, social activist 
and sympathetic friend of the poor 
& needy. He was popularly called 

as “Lala” by muslim community 
and his popularity among Muslims 
became a major challenge for ter-
rorists. Chand Ji Bhat threw light 
on his life and said Tika Lal joined 
Kashmir Bar Association to fight for 
justice for poor, downtrodden peo-
ple, without charging any fee. He 
was a long time member of RSS.

On this occasion, 12 families of 
martyrs were honoured and a ci-
tation and shawl was given to each 
martyr family.

Dushyant Goutam, Ravinder Raina 
others pay tributes to Tika Lal Taploo Earth News Service

---------------------------------------------------------------------

LEH: As the much-awaited festive season be-
gins, Bank of Baroda (Bank), one of India’s 
leading public sector banks, Wednesday an-
nounced the launch of “BOB Ke Sang Tyo-
haar Ki Umang” festive campaign, which will 
run up to 31st December, 2023.

Bank of Baroda’s festival offers include 
the launch of 4 new savings accounts with a 
host of benefits & concessions and attractive 
interest rate offers on Home, Car, Personal 
& Education Loans. The Bank has also tied 
up with Top Brands across categories such 
as Electronics, Travel and Food to provide 
festive offers and discounts for its Debit and 
Credit Card holders.

During the festive period, Bank of Baro-
da Home Loans will be available at a high-
ly competitive rate of 8.40% p.a. onwards 
– with complete waiver of processing fees. 
Baroda Car Loans start at 8.70% p.a. on-
wards with nil processing fee. On Education 
Loans, the Bank has introduced a special 
rate beginning at 8.55% p.a., a discount of 
up to 60 basis points, and without collateral 
for students who have secured admissions in 
identified premier educational institutions 
in the country.

Baroda Personal Loans start at 10.10% 
p.a. – a discount of up to 80 basis points, 
with nil processing fee and higher loan limits 
up to Rs 20 lakh. The Bank has introduced 
a fixed rate of interest option in Personal & 
Car Loans and borrowers can now choose 
between fixed and floating rate of interest.

The Bank has also introduced a range of 
Savings Accounts for the benefit of its cus-
tomers. These include the bob LITE Savings 
Account – a Lifetime No Minimum Balance 
Account; the BOB BRO Savings Account – a 

Zero Balance Savings Account for Students 
(16 to 25 years), the My Family My Bank/
BOB Parivar Account – a Family Savings Ac-
count designed to meet the needs of the en-
tire family and the Baroda NRI PowerPack 
Account.

Debadatta Chand, Managing Director 
& CEO, Bank of Baroda said, “The festive 
season is upon us and we are already see-
ing the early signs of a spur in demand with 
high-frequency indicators such as car sales 
and credit card spends registering record 
highs. Bank of Baroda’s festive campaign 
‘BOB Ke Sang Tyohaar Ki Umang’ brings 
together a suite of attractive offerings across 
savings accounts, loans, and credit & debit 
cards.

These attractive festive offers coupled 
with the convenience of our digital platforms 
will make the festive season even more re-
warding and joyous for people, thereby giv-
ing a significant boost to demand.”

Bank of Baroda launches ‘BOB Ke Sang 
Tyohaar Ki Umang’ festive campaign

Earth News Service
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POONCH: The talented stu-
dents of the Department of 
Sericulture Poonch Campus, 
University of Jammu have 
once again demonstrated 
their artistic prowess by 
crafting a remarkable array 
of art and craft items. In a 
delightful display of creativ-
ity and skill, the students 
have produced an impres-
sive collection of handmade 
crafts that reflect their ded-
ication and passion for the 
arts.

The event organized by 
Poonch Campus University 
of Jammu, featured a wide 
range of art and craft items, 

including bouquets, wall 
hanging rosette, Saraswati 
painting and other forms of 
creative expression. These 
creations are a testament to 
the creative talent flourish-
ing within the Poonch Cam-
pus.

This art and craft event 
provided a platform for stu-
dents to not only showcase 
their artistic abilities but 
also to explore their entre-
preneurial skills as many of 
the items were available for 
purchase. 

Director Poonch Campus 
Prof. Rakesh Vaid expressed 
great pride in the students’ 
achievements, saying, “Our 
students have once again 
demonstrated their incredi-
ble talents in the realm of art 
and craft. 

JU’s Poonch Campus students 
showcase exceptional art, craft creations

Earth News Service
---------------------------------------------------------------------

SAMBA: Government Degree College 
Ramgarh in collaboration with JK Entre-
preneurship Development Institute, Samba 
organized a one day seminar on the topic 
“Entrepreneurship and Start-Up” here today.

The programme was organized under the 
guidance of College Principal Prof. (Dr.) Gee-
tanjali Andotra. On the onset of the event, a 
welcome address was delivered by Prof. See-
ma Sharma, convenor of the event.

 She said that in an age defined by dynam-
ic market shifts and technological revolu-
tions, the spirit of entrepreneurship contin-
ues to be a beacon of hope and innovation. 
She further said today we shine a spotlight 
on the vitality of start-up ecosystems and the 
transformative effect they have on economies 
and society worldwide.

Vishal Ray, In-charge Start-Up and incu-
bation Centre, and Divisional Officer Jammu 
and Virpartap Singh Slathia, District Nodal 
Officer, Samba were the resource persons.

Vishal Ray in his presentation shed light 
on the importance of innovation in educa-
tion. He said that as he looks to the future, it 
is clear that entrepreneurship and start-ups 
will remain at the four fronts of progress. 
They hold the promise of a brighter, more 
innovative future for all.

Virpartap Singh Slathia also said that 
start-ups are not just business ventures, they 
are the vanguards of innovation and propo-
nents of visionary ideas.

Dr. Aditi Khajuria, convener of IQAC cell 
also said that we are dedicated to forcing in-
novation, in empowering entrepreneurship 
and driving positive change in our commu-
nity.

The event was compared by Kirandeep 
Kour and Chahat of Semester 3rd.

The faculty members present on the oc-
casion were Dr. Aditi Khajuria, Prof. Seema 
Sharma, Dr. Sandeep Kumar, Dr. Shamsher 
Lal, Prof. Risha Kumari, Dr. Ekta Rani, Dr. 
Paramjeet Kour, Dr. Shivali Choudhary, Pri-
ya Sharma, Sunil Kumar and Anil Sharma.

Seminar on “Entrepreneurship & 
Startup” held at GDC Ramgarh

Earth News Service
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KISHTWAR: Government 
Degree College Kishtwar 
organized a student rally 
from the college premises 
to Shaheedi Chowk to pay 
tributes to the martyrs who 
sacrificed their lives for the 
establishment of the college.

The rally served as a sig-
nificant event to honor the 
memory of four individuals 
who made the ultimate 
sacrifice during an agitation 
in 1974 demanding a college 
in Kishtwar.

Led by the Principal of 
the College, Dr. Jyoti Par-
ihar, the rally saw enthu-
siastic participation from 
students, faculty members, 
and staff. Marching from the 
college premises to Shahee-
di Chowk, the participants 
expressed their heartfelt 
gratitude and remembrance 
to the noble souls who 
selflessly laid down their 
lives in the pursuit of higher 

education in Kishtwar.
Dr. Jyoti Parihar ad-

dressed the students during 
the commemorative event, 
highlighting the significance 
of the sacrifice made by the 
martyrs and the subsequent 
establishment of Govern-
ment Degree College Kisht-
war. She emphasized the 
importance of education and 
the role it plays in shaping a 
bright future for generations 
to come.

The establishment of 
Government Degree College 
Kishtwar stands as a testa-
ment to the unwavering de-
termination and sacrifice of 
these four esteemed individ-
uals. The college continues 
to provide quality education 
and holistic development 
opportunities to students in 
Kishtwar and surrounding 
areas.

The Martyrs’ Rally served 
as a platform for the college 
community to remember 
and honor the sacrifice made 
by these four noble souls. 

GDC Kishtwar Students take out 
rally to pay tributes to Martyrs  
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LEH: The Administration 
Secretary, PHE Ladakh, Mi-
cheal M. D’Souza, inaugurat-
ed the three-day residential 
training at Leh Wednesday. 

The training programme 
is being organised for the 
staffs of drinking water 
quality testing laboratories 
of PHE Department Union 
Territory of Ladakh as part 
of National Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion (NJJM), launched by 
the Government of India for 
strengthening water quality 
monitoring and surveillance 
in rural areas of the country. 

The training cum hand-
holding programme is being 
organized by Shriram Insti-
tute for Industrial Research 
(SRI) a non-profit organiza-
tion of Delhi from 13-15 Sep-
tember, 2023. The Institute 
is empaneled by Department 
of Drinking Water & Sanita-
tion, Ministry of Jal Shakti, 
Government of India for ca-
pacity building of the PHE 
staffs of the country involved 

in water quality testing. 
The Secretary, PHED, 

Michael M. D’Souza empha-
sized on the importance of 
Water quality testing and 
role of laboratory personnel. 
He motivated the PHED lab-
oratory staffs of the UT of La-
dakh to learn, enhance their 
knowledge and fully utilize 
the training.

Highlighting the objec-
tives of JJM, He assured UT 
administration’s support in 
conducing more such train-
ings to develop the compe-
tency of laboratory staff in 
various aspects of Water 
quality monitoring and sur-
veillance in future.

Dr Mukul Das, Director, 
SRI, during his welcome ad-

dress elaborated on need of 
regular training to strength-
en the water quality testing 
laboratories to generate re-
liable data and pivotal role 
being played by SRI in this 
direction. He thanked Min-
istry of Jal Shakti for provid-
ing SRI the opportunity to 
impart training to the water 
quality testing staff of Rural 

Water Supplies country. 
Inaugural ceremony was 

also addressed by Dr. Vivek 
N. Singh, Sr. Asst. Director 
& Chief and Head of Depart-
ment, Environment, Dr Jag-
dish Kumar, Sr. Asst. Director 
& Chief of SRI. The program 
was attended by Chief Chem-
ist, Water Quality Laboratory, 
Urgain Nurboo; expert faculty 
of Institute, Rajneesh Sharma, 
Gaurav and Dushyant Singh. 

About 60 participants 
from Kargil & Leh district are 
attending training. 

During these three days 
training will be delivered 
on aspects like water quali-
ty testing procedures to test 
physico-chemical and mi-
crobiological parameters; 
applications of regular and 
advanced instruments; opti-
mal utilization of laboratory 
resources; measurement un-
certainty; strengthening com-
munity-based water quality 
monitoring and surveillance 
and Quality Management Sys-
tem as per ISO/IEC 17025, 
etc.

Residential, handholding training for 
laboratory staff of PHED commences
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LEH: Secretary of the An-
imal, Sheep Husbandry 
Department, UT Ladakh, 
Ravinder Kumar visited 
various farms of the Animal 
Husbandry Department in 
Leh Wednesday to assess 
the progress of infrastruc-
ture construction under the 
Capex/Special Develop-
ment Package.

The Secretary empha-

sized the need to complete 
all infrastructure projects 
on time and directed the 
modernization of all farms 
using the latest techniques 
and technologies.

He praised the depart-
ment’s dedication and ef-
fort in controlling the stray 
dog population in Ladakh 
through comprehensive An-
imal Birth Control and Anti 
Rabies programs. 

He directed the de-

partment to make all farm 
products like milk, egg, and 
poultry available to the pub-
lic by setting up sales outlets 
at farms and exploring the 
entrepreneurship model of 
poultry and dairy develop-
ment in UT Ladakh.

Dr Mohd Iqbal, Director 
of Animal Husbandry and 
Chief Animal Husbandry 
Officer, Leh accompanied 
the Secretary during the 
visit.

Secretary for modernization of all animal
farms with latest technologies, techniques
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CHUCHOT: The virtual launch of 
‘Ayushman Bhava’ by President 
Draupadi Murmu was witnessed 
by Naib Tehsildar Chuchot, Sar-
panch Chuchot Shamma, Nam-
bardar Chuchot Shamma, Mem-
ber Women’s Alliance Chuchot, 
and a multitude of dedicated in-
dividuals.

Among the attendees were the 
staff of HWC PHC, Medical Offi-
cer ICDS, Block Medical Officer, 
local residents, and ASHAs, all of 
whom joined in celebrating this 
significant healthcare initiative.

Naib Tehsildar, Attaullah ad-
dressed the gathering, shedding 
light on the vital task of including 
individuals who are not account-
ed for in the census. He assured 
the attendees of plans to organise 
a camp in collaboration with the 
health department to rectify this 
issue.

Block Medical Officer, Dr. 
Rinchen provided an insight-
ful briefing on ‘Ayushman Apke 
Dwar 3.0,’ emphasizing the 
significance of the Ayushman 
Health Mela and Ayushman 
Sabha in reaching out to com-
munities and delivering essential 

healthcare services.
All participants and PRIs ex-

pressed their commitment to 
supporting and cooperating with 
the Ayushman Bhava initiative.

The event concluded with the 
National Anthem, symbolizing 
the unity and commitment of 

all present towards the cause of 
healthcare accessibility and in-
clusivity.

Meanwhile, in a significant 
milestone for healthcare accessi-
bility, the virtual inauguration of 
‘Ayushman Bhava’ by the Presi-
dent of India, Droupadi Murmu 
was witnessed at the Community 
Health Center (CHC) in Khaltse.

The event saw the presence of 
esteemed officials and dedicated 
individuals, including Incharge 
SDM, Khaltse, Tanveer Ahmad; 
Block Medical Officer, Khal-
tse, Dr. Nurboo Angchuk; Block 
Development Officer, Khaltse, 
Pankaj Rajput; Zonal Education 
Officer, Khaltse, along with PRIs, 
paramedical staff, and members 
from ICDS.

The launch of ‘Ayushman Bha-
va’ reaffirms the commitment to 
extending quality healthcare ser-
vices and ensuring the well-being 
of the community.

Chuchot, Khaltse witness Ayushman Bhava launch 
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Alaska is facing a significant challenge 
with climate change, as it is experienc-
ing warming at a rate that is two to three 
times faster than the global average. This 

accelerated warming is primarily due to its north-
ern location and the seasonal variations in sea ice. 
The primary impacts of climate change in Alaska 
are a direct result of these rising temperatures. 
These effects include a noticeable decrease in ice 
coverage, such as the shrinking of glaciers, the 
retreat of sea ice, and the thawing of permafrost. 
Additionally, many areas in Alaska are seeing an 
increase in precipitation, with a shift from snowfall 
to more frequent rainfall.

Climate change is an imminent crisis that is 
fundamentally reshaping global temperatures. 
The main catalyst behind this shift in climate is the 
accelerated emission of greenhouse gases, which is 
happening at a much faster rate than it should be.

Permafrost and microorganisms
Permafrost and microorganisms are essential 

components of Denali National Park’s ecosystem, 
and they play crucial roles in shaping its environ-
ment. Permafrost provides stability to the land-
scape and influences various ecological processes. 
It serves as a foundation for vegetation, helps reg-
ulate water flow and drainage, and stores organic 
matter and ancient carbon. Climate change, with 
its rising temperatures, is causing permafrost to 
thaw in many areas, including Denali. This thaw-
ing has significant consequences, such as soil sub-
sidence, changes in plant communities, and the 
release of stored carbon into the atmosphere as 
greenhouse gases (GHGs).

The Matanuska Glacier at present is approx-
imately a 27 mile long and four mile wide valley 
glacier. The Knik Glacier met with the Matanuska 
and formed a lobed shape during this time period. 
Geological evidence points to these two glaciers 
retreating in two separate phases. Glacial ablation 
occurred through stagnation with the Matanuska. 
This is to say that the glacier was melting faster 
than it could form

So, thawing can have significant consequenc-
es for the park’s ecological balance and overall 
health. Understanding and monitoring these pro-
cesses are essential for managing and conserving 
Denali’s unique and fragile environment in the 
face of ongoing climate change.

Denali and other mountains
Denali National Park houses a diverse and 

delicate ecosystem intricately linked to its unique 
alpine environment. However, this ecosystem is 
encountering significant challenges due to the 
consequences of climate change. Denali’s high-al-
titude landscape is defined by permafrost, a layer 
of permanently frozen soil that plays a vital role 
in upholding ecosystem stability. As tempera-
tures increase, permafrost in Denali is thawing, 
resulting in alterations in soil composition. The 
thawing permafrost can lead to soil subsidence, 
creating uneven terrain that impacts plant growth 
and drainage patterns. Changes in permafrost can 
also prompt shifts in vegetation and plant commu-
nities, causing them to thrive at higher altitudes. 

These alterations in weather and soil types can 
disrupt the abundance of specific plants that her-
bivores and omnivores rely on for sustenance.

Microorganisms, including bacteria and fungi, 
serve as essential components of Denali’s ecosys-
tem, fulfilling critical functions in nutrient cycling 
and soil health. Climate change can affect these 
microorganisms in various ways. Elevated tem-
peratures can influence the activity and compo-
sition of microbial communities, potentially im-
pacting nutrient availability for plants. Changes in 
precipitation patterns and soil moisture levels may 
disrupt microbial processes and nutrient cycling. 
The thawing permafrost can release ancient car-
bon stores, influencing microbial decomposition 
and the release of greenhouse gases. Additionally, 
shifts in plant communities and litter decomposi-
tion rates can modify the types and quantities of 
organic matter accessible to microorganisms.

Therefore, Denali National Park’s fragile eco-
system faces substantial challenges and these 
changes have far-reaching implications for the 
park’s wildlife and overall ecological balance.

Vegetation
The vegetation within Denali’s ecosystem 

is not only diverse but also essential, as it forms 
the fundamental building blocks of the food web 
and provides both habitat and sustenance for the 
park’s wildlife. Nevertheless, the looming threat of 
climate change is poised to have a significant im-
pact on these vital plant communities. Rising tem-
peratures have the potential to disrupt the estab-
lished order by altering growing seasons, shifting 
the ranges of various plant species, and disrupting 
crucial plant-pollinator interactions. Furthermore, 
changing precipitation patterns and increased 
evaporation due to climate change can subject 
plants to water stress, potentially impeding their 
growth. Additionally, the warmer conditions may 
create more favorable environments for pests and 
diseases, posing further challenges to plant health.

These various changes can result in shifts in 
the composition of plant species within Denali’s 
ecosystem, which can have far-reaching conse-
quences for the park’s wildlife and overall ecosys-
tem health. To address these formidable challeng-
es, proactive conservation efforts are imperative. 
These efforts should focus on preserving the rich 
diversity of plant species, safeguarding critical 
habitats, and implementing strategies to mitigate 
the broader impacts of climate change on Dena-
li’s plant communities. In doing so, we can work 
towards maintaining the delicate balance of this 
unique ecosystem and ensuring its long-term re-
silience in the face of climate change.

Herbivores
Herbivores such as Dall sheep, caribou, and 

moose are integral components of Denali’s eco-
system, shaping plant communities and providing 
a crucial food source for predators. However, cli-
mate change poses significant challenges to these 
herbivores. Altered growing seasons can affect the 
availability of forage plants, while shifts in plant 
composition may impact their diet and nutrition. 
Additionally, increased heat stress during warm-
er periods can harm their overall health. Changes 
in precipitation patterns can lead to water scarci-

ty, posing challenges for hydration and nutrient 
intake. Invasive species and an increased risk of 
pests and diseases can further threaten these her-
bivores.

Predators: Predators like wolves and grizzly 
bears play critical roles in Denali’s ecosystem by 
regulating herbivore populations and contribut-
ing to overall ecosystem health. However, climate 
change can affect them in several ways. Changes in 
herbivore behavior and distribution due to shifting 
plant communities and altered growing seasons 
may challenge the predatory strategies of wolves 
and grizzly bears. Warmer temperatures can also 
influence the availability of prey and their prey’s 
nutritional quality. Additionally, changes in habi-
tat and food sources may affect the abundance and 
distribution of these predators, potentially leading 
to altered interactions with other species.

Birds: The birds in Denali’s ecosystem contrib-
ute to its biodiversity and ecological dynamics. 
They serve various roles, including seed dispersal, 
insect control, and participation in intricate food 
webs. Climate change may impact them through 
shifts in plant flowering and fruiting times, affect-
ing their food sources and nesting opportunities. 
Altered migration patterns and timing can dis-
rupt their seasonal movements, while changes in 
temperature and precipitation can influence the 
availability of insects and other food resources. 
Additionally, habitat alterations due to climate 
change can impact nesting sites and affect bird 
populations.

Insects: Insects in Denali’s ecosystem play 
essential roles as pollinators, decomposers, and as 
a food source for various wildlife. Climate change 
can affect them in several ways. Warmer tempera-
tures can influence their distribution and behav-
ior, potentially expanding their range and activity 
periods. Altered temperature and precipitation 
patterns may disrupt their life cycles, impacting 
their availability as a food source for birds and 

other predators. Additionally, changes in plant 
flowering times due to climate change can affect 
the timing of pollinator-plant interactions. Inva-
sive insect species may also thrive in the changing 
environment.

Marine ecosystem:
Phytoplankton: Phytoplankton in Alaska’s ma-

rine ecosystem are tiny, photosynthetic organisms 
that form the base of the ocean food web. They are 
critical for providing food and oxygen to marine 
life and play a key role in global carbon cycling. 
Climate change can affect them in several ways. 
Rising sea temperatures and changing ocean con-
ditions can influence phytoplankton distribution 
and productivity. Altered nutrient availability 
due to warming waters may impact their growth. 
Changes in phytoplankton abundance and compo-
sition can have cascading effects on higher trophic 
levels, affecting fish populations and the entire 
marine ecosystem.

Zooplankton: Zooplankton in Alaska’s ma-
rine ecosystem are small, drifting animals that 
play a crucial role in transferring energy from phy-
toplankton to higher trophic levels. They serve as a 
fundamental link in the marine food web, support-
ing various marine species. Climate change can 
impact zooplankton in several ways. Warmer sea 
temperatures and changing ocean conditions may 
influence their distribution and abundance, poten-
tially disrupting the timing and availability of this 
critical food source for marine organisms. Shifts 
in zooplankton populations can have far-reaching 
consequences, affecting the health and productiv-
ity of Alaska’s marine ecosystem, including com-
mercially important fish species.

Salmon: Salmon are iconic species in Alaska’s 
marine ecosystem, playing a pivotal role in nutri-
ent cycling, supporting commercial and subsis-
tence fisheries, and serving as a keystone species. 
Climate change poses several challenges to salmon 
in this region. Elevated sea temperatures can affect 
their physiology, migratory patterns, and oceanic 
survival rates. Altered precipitation patterns and 
streamflow can disrupt their freshwater habitats, 
impacting spawning and juvenile survival. Addi-
tionally, changes in ocean conditions can affect 
prey availability during their marine phase. These 
combined effects can lead to reduced salmon pop-
ulations, affecting both ecological and economic 
aspects of Alaska’s marine ecosystem. 

Herring: Herring are vital components of 
Alaska’s marine ecosystem, serving as a key for-
age fish species that supports numerous preda-
tors, including seabirds, marine mammals, and 
larger fish. Climate change can impact herring in 
various ways. Rising sea temperatures and altered 
ocean conditions may affect their distribution and 
abundance. Changes in herring populations can 
have cascading effects throughout the ecosystem, 
impacting the food web dynamics of the region. 
These changes may, in turn, influence the health 
and abundance of species that depend on herring 
as a primary food source. 

Sea birds: Seabirds are integral components 

of Alaska’s marine ecosystem, comprising various 
species like puffins, kittiwakes, and albatrosses. 
They contribute to nutrient cycling through gua-
no deposition, participate in complex food webs, 
and serve as indicators of ecosystem health. Cli-
mate change can affect seabirds in multiple ways. 
Altered ocean conditions and prey availability 
due to warming waters may impact their forag-
ing success. Changes in sea ice extent can disrupt 
nesting habitats and food sources for some spe-
cies. Additionally, shifting migration patterns and 
unpredictable weather events can affect breeding 
success. 

Marine mammals: Marine mammals, in-
cluding whales, sea otters, and seals, are keystone 
species in Alaska’s marine ecosystem, playing 
critical roles in regulating prey populations, facil-
itating nutrient cycling, and supporting the bal-
ance of the food web. Climate change can impact 
marine mammals in several ways. Changes in sea 
temperature and ice cover can affect their distri-
bution, prey availability, and reproductive pat-
terns. Altered ocean conditions may influence the 
abundance and distribution of their preferred prey 
species. Additionally, the melting of sea ice can af-
fect haul-out sites for seals and sea otters. These 
changes can have cascading effects throughout the 
ecosystem, with potential implications for both 
marine mammal populations and the broader ma-
rine food web. 

Marine invertebrates: Marine inverte-
brates, such as clams, mussels, and sea urchins, 
are essential components of Alaska’s marine eco-
system. They contribute to ecosystem processes 
and support the diets of numerous marine organ-
isms. Climate change can impact marine inverte-
brates in various ways. Warming sea temperatures 
and changing ocean conditions can influence their 
distribution, abundance, and reproductive pat-
terns. Altered ocean chemistry, including ocean 
acidification, can affect the calcification abilities of 
some species. These changes can have cascading 
effects on the entire marine food web, affecting 
species that depend on marine invertebrates as a 
primary food source

Addressing Alaska’s Climate Crisis:
Alaska’s pristine landscapes and unique eco-

systems stand as both witnesses to the urgency of 
climate change and beacons of hope for effective 
action. The challenges posed by climate change in 
Alaska are profound, affecting not only its natural 
wonders but also the lives of its indigenous com-
munities and the global ecosystem. However, in 
this crucible of change, we find resilience, inno-
vation, and a commitment to conservation. As we 
confront the climate crisis, Alaska serves as a pow-
erful reminder that our choices today will shape 
the fate of our planet and its fragile ecosystems. 
By reducing GHG emissions, conserving critical 
habitats, empowering communities, and fostering 
international cooperation, we can protect Alaska’s 
treasures and work together to ensure a sustain-
able and resilient future for all.

(The author is a Student of Wayzata High 
School, Minnesota, USA and is a travel blogger)

Climate changes and its impact on the alpine region of Alaska 
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KARGIL:  Ladakh Police stands committed to pro-
viding unwavering support and assistance to all 
women, ensuring their safety and security. 

Women Police Station Kargil, along with social 
workers from Special Cell for Women Kargil, orga-
nized a program at Kharbu and Bhimbhat Drass, 
Kargil district. 

During this program, SHO of Women Police 
Station Kargil provided an overview of Police sta-
tion’s functions at Petrol Pump Tumail Colony. She 
also discussed topics including domestic violence, 
stalking, women’s legal rights, child marriage, and 
property rights of daughters. 

The event concluded with SHO Women Police 
Station empowering women to utilize police re-
sources for their well-being.

Kargil Police holds sensitization 
program at Kharbu, Bhimbhat 
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All individual things pass away, strive
on untiringly. Buddha to his students

on his death bed
~ Buddha

Edit
Don’t let 
kids suffer
In a major health crisis, two deaths caused by
Nipah virus have been reported from Kerala's
Kozhikode district. Nipah virus infection is a
zoonotic illness that is transmitted to people
from animals. It can also be transmitted
through contaminated food or from one person
to another. The reports come even as many
countries across the globe are seeing Covid-19
infections yet again. Though COVID-19 may not
be a health emergency for the world any longer,
it is still a global health threat.  Last month, the
chief of the World Health Organisation, Direc-
tor-General Dr Tedros Ghebreyesus had under-
lined that a new variant of coronavirus is al-
ready under the scanner, while asking the world
to maintain surveillance. COVID-19 has taught
us all an important lesson that when health is
at risk everything is at risk. The world is learning
the painful lessons of the pandemic which still
continues to transform society in profound
ways, often exacerbating social and economic
inequalities in its wake. While India is being
praised for introducing telemedicine at primary
healthcare level, its commitment to universal
health coverage at home especially through
Ayushman Bharat, and overall leadership in de-
veloping the global initiative on digital health,
one aspects that has not received the due at-
tention is the education of school going chil-
dren, which are most impacted by the pan-
demic. In an effort to curb the spread of
Covid-19, governments around the world
moved to suspend face-to-face teaching in
schools, affecting some 95% of the world’s
student population—the largest disruption to
education in history. Home of the youngest
population in the world, India was naturally the
most affected. After the first wave, as the joy of
school reopening was just settling in with the
students, the second wave of Covid-19 brought
about a closure again. The same happened in
the third wave, impacting the learning skills as
well as mental well-being of children. The
biggest casualty of school closures during the
COVID-19 pandemic was among children who
were just beginning to read and count and the
ramifications of the loss of guidance during
their formative years will become apparent
when these children reach higher classes. Ac-
cording to the Annual Status of Education Re-
port (ASER), 2022, the basic reading ability of
school students across all classes has dropped
to pre-2012 levels while basic maths skills have
declined to 2018 levels. Online schooling also
largely left out children with disabilities or
learning difficulties. The UNICEF India believes
that India might be risking a lost generation of
children who may never return to school. The
impact on girls is disproportionately worse. In
2020-21, there was an assumption schooling
could be conducted online during lockdowns
but for a majority of schoolchildren in India,
there was almost no access to schools for
months due to several factors. Despite the
hard lessons from 2020-21, India is no better
prepared for the next pandemic. Policy needs
to work towards 'digital welfarism' which im-
proves quality of access to the extent of mak-
ing it a basic necessity and improving human
capabilities to use digital platforms. 
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In popular perception, across the Globe,
the G-20 Summit last weekend in Delhi
came up roses. Overseas observers are

lauding Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
his team for the ‘grand successes’ of the mega
world event as the Indian commentators are
counting the take-aways from it for the coun-
try’s global engagement beyond the Summit. 

Admittedly, one could use several pa-
rameters to measure the success of the Sum-
mit, such as the history-making initiatives
like the integration of the African Union to
make it G-21, a Bio-Fuel Alliance, the con-
sensus-declaration issued by the leaders,
fringe bilateral meetings, assertion of multi-
lateralism and so on. 

To be sure, what stands out as the India
moment of G-20 is the inclusion of the
African Union, at least for two reasons. One,
the global politics got restructured in Delhi.
The European Union representing the North
and the African Union of the South sit at the
same table to discuss and decide the issues
of the World. Second, the voice of the Global
South reflected through the 55-countries AU
and others got formally registered.

There are other feathers in the cap of G-
20 added in Delhi Summit. Although other
countries would have cooperated and con-
tributed to the success, the negotiating and
leadership skills will redound to the credit of
the presidency, that was held by India since
November 22; organising about 200 meet-
ings across the country attended by 100,000
delegates, in the run-up to the Summit. A vir-
tual Reflection Meet in November next has
been proposed by Modi. 

Let us look at the Summit and beyond
with the lenses of 5Ds Prime Minister Modi
used to build the Global future. Modi, as his
wont, coins appropriate words and acronyms
to capture the concepts in currency and for-
mulate strategies for national and global pol-
itics. In his inaugural remarks, he talked
about the unseemly global trust deficit pre-
vailing in the world. That must end. He in-
voked his national strategy based on four
vocative slogans- sabka saath (being inclu-
sive), sabka vikas (welfare of all), sabka
prayas (efforts by all) and sabka vishwas
(mutual trust). He linked the last one to re-
build the Global trust.

At the international level, Modi coined
5Ds that should shape the Global future; recall
the theme of the Summit, One Family, One
Earth, One Future. These are: Democracy,
Demography, Development, Dialogue and
Diplomacy. In Delhi Summit, Modi sought
to promote these as abiding Credos for
Global politics and economy. 

It will be worth our while to reflect on the
year of India’s leadership of G-20 culminating
in the mega event. Arguably, the G-20 is the
biggest world stage at present, given the inef-
fectiveness of the United Nations controlled
by P-5 and the arbitrary use of the veto by any
of them to block any decision on world is-
sues. 

At any rate, taking one D, not in any order,
how important is dialogue? Evidently, over
the year, New Delhi excelled in dialogue and
diplomacy. Dialogue is essential for peaceful
and amicable settlement of differences. In-
dia has been emphasising on dialogue and
diplomacy, that go together, on the Ukrainian
war. Modi said more than once, “it is no time
for war,” resort to dialogue and diplomacy.
Truly, the saying goes, “all war represents a
failure of diplomacy.” Some may argue, to ex-

pect a dialogue when someone’s head is in-
side the mouth of predator is ludicrous.

Narendra Modi, on the other hand, used
diplomacy to its fullest. A day before the start
of the Summit in Delhi, he dashed for half-
a-day to Indonesia for the ASEAN-India and
the East Asian Summits held back-to-back.
His presence lent the importance India ac-
corded to those summits and earned the
goodwill of the leaders Modi needed for the G-
20 event in Delhi. 

Secondly, the Indian negotiating team
took the pacts and declarations to be made
one at a time. The inclusion of AU was on the
cards as no member country had any active
opposition to it. But no one had taken the
proactive step to make it happen. India did

it. Modi wrote to the leaders of G-20 much
before the Summit if anyone had reserva-
tions on including AU as the permanent
member. So, he had their buy-ins. 

Similarly, on other pacts like the revival of
Black Sea Grain Corridor, Food Security, the
DPI, SDGs, Reform of MDBs, the political
space for the Global South, the consensus
was hammered out step-by-step, layer by
layer. The sherpas and the concerned minis-
ters had their dialogues and the Prime Minis-
ter stepped in as and when needed. 

Development is an everlasting exercise. It
is also a relative concept; some counties are
less developed in comparison to others. De-
velopment also has differentiated meanings.
Some measure it by GDP, others call for GDH

-- Gross Domestic Happiness. Modi gave a
call for human-centric approach in place of
the GDP-based measurement of develop-
ment. He underlined that the pathetic pan-
demic had necessitated this shift. However,
development should be driven by a few
global organising principles-- participatory,
inclusive, just, and universal.

Demography has become an important
input into growth and development. China’s
miracle growth is attributed to its ‘captive
and cheap’ labour. But the demography has
changed. China now has an aging population,
and the labour cost has gone up. On the other
hand, India, the most populous country in
the world, has nearly 65 per cent of its popu-
lation in the working-age. However, for In-
dia to harness its demographic dividend, its
labour force needs to be imparted with ap-
propriate skills for the modern economy. De-
mography in any country must be made pro-
ductive with right skills and decent working
conditions.

All the foregoing 4 Ds are contingent
upon the 5th D, that is Democracy. The G-7,
the forerunner of G-20 comprised all industri-
alised democracies. China’s growth story
confuses some countries, if the Chinese
model conduces wealth-creation. That is far
from the truth. But the Chinese economy, as
said before, was spurred by the Western
countries that were searching for cheap
labour with ‘strict regulations.’ Now, as
China challenges the western supremacy,
they have begun to recoil and are turning to
India and other democracies. Democracy is
indispensable for stability, peace, and pros-
perity.

I would like to end the assessment by
simply quoting former PM, Manmohan
Singh’s confirmatory as well as cautionary
remarks, “I am not worried, am rather opti-
mistic about India’s future, it is on the right
path on the world stage. But it will prosper
only if it remains a harmonious society.” It
goes without saying that foreign policy and
the international image of any country is a
function of what happens within its borders,
inside its territory. One only hopes that
Prime Minister Modi and his team should
hardly be oblivious to this existential reality.
---INFA

g FAZAL MEHMOOD

C
oncerning shifts are currently
bursting up in the northwest Pa-
cific, this time across Russia and

Japan, whilst close attention has been fo-
cused on China's land grab in the Asia-
Pacific region as a result of a newly re-
leased map arguing Chinese sovereignty
throughout vast areas claimed by nations
from India to Brunei. 

Many people would be shocked to
discover that Japan and Russia are still
technically at war. The Second World
War came to an end in September 1945
when Japan submitted to the Allies; nev-
ertheless, Moscow and Tokyo never offi-
cially declared the end of the conflict. The
cause for this is a 78-year-old border dis-
pute between the two nations over four
islands that sit between Hokkaido,
Japan's Northern Island, and the Kuril Is-
lands of Russia. 

The four Japanese islands were taken
by Soviet forces in the closing stages of
World War II, and Moscow has stead-
fastly refused to return them. In January
2019, President Vladimir Putin main-
tained that popular support would be re-
quired for any agreement to resolve the
territorial conflict with Japan.

The majority, according to critics, is
consistent with the majority of Moscow-

based surveys. Tokyo’s attempts to focus
its resources somewhere in order to
equalize China and North Korea are com-
plicated by the fact that one of the contro-
versial Russian-held territories is only 2
miles off the northeastern coast of Japan.

The islands provide Moscow a strate-
gic chokehold on the area since it exploits
the Sea of Okhotsk as an anchorage for its
Pacific Fleet, which is undoubtedly the
major reason why Moscow won't give up
its territorial hegemony. Along with fish,
oil, and gas, the region also has rhenium,
which is employed in aeronautical.

Japan was the Group of Seven (G7)
member that showed a lack of enthusi-
asm when Russia entered the framework
in 1998, becoming the G8, while the West
welcomed the freshly democratized Rus-
sia in the 1990s. But during Shinzo Abe's
leadership as prime minister, Tokyo com-
mitted to fostering closer ties with
Moscow in its expectation of resolving the
territorial conflict. 

Upon Russia's illegitimate and coer-
cive takeover of Crimea in March 2014,
Abe continued to court Russia, rendering
Japan arguably. As a result, Japan only
put in place a minimal set of restrictions on
Russia in an effort to maintain the possibil-
ity of advancement during the peace
treaty negotiation. Due to China's ascent in
the geopolitical panorama of northeast
Asia, resolving the territorial issue was

only one aspect of strengthening relations
with Russia. 

On the basis of historically signifi-
cant, territorial, and other grounds, he
sought to use Moscow as blackmail
against Beijing or at the very least try to
stop Russia and China from forming a
single front against Japan. Abe's initia-
tives to enhance ties with Moscow were
actually a component of Japan's China
strategy. Of course, looking back, it was
almost illogical to think that Russia might
be used as a negotiating chip towards
China. 

China is significantly more significant
and significant to Moscow than Japan.
Any notion that Russia would be willing to
sacrifice its relationship with China in or-
der to foster better ties with Japan is just
idealistic. Part of Abe's cautious optimism
stemmed from the fact that Russia be-
haves in Asia in a more conciliatory and
benign manner than it does in Syria or
Ukraine.

Tokyo had been hesitant to adopt a
tough stance against Russia up to the be-
ginning of the Russian takeover of
Ukraine, which was a flagrant breach of
international humanitarian law. Much
changed after the war. Shinzo Abe, a di-
visive figure in Japanese politics who had
resigned two years prior, was killed
shortly following the invasion as he gave a
campaign speech ahead of the 10 July Up-

per House elections. 
Fumio Kishida identified two causes

for Tokyo's harsh stance towards Russia.
First, it is difficult for Japan to remain
neutral given the size of Russia's activi-
ties in Ukraine, which dwarf all past
norms. Furthermore, Kishida consis-
tently asserted that "The nation of
Ukraine today, maybe East Asia tomor-
row" meant that the invasion posed a di-
rect threat to Japan. This echoes the
Western position that if Ukraine is lost,
Poland, Hungary, and the Baltic States
would be the next countries to face danger. 

Japan’s help to Ukraine has prima-
rily taken the shape of non-lethal equip-
ment including transport trucks, bullet-
proof vests, helmets, and healthcare
supplies from the inventories of Japan's
Self-Defence Forces due to Tokyo's self-
imposed limits on weaponry exports. The
amount of aid provided, including finan-
cial support, reached $7.1 billion in March
of this year, making Japan one of
Ukraine's major contributors. 

Nevertheless, this has been extremely
helpful to Kyiv. Additionally, it appears
that Russia's military capabilities against
Japan have been rebalanced as a result of
the conflict in Ukraine. The S-300 sur-
face-to-air missile systems were installed
by Moscow on Iturup and Kunashir, two of
the four contested Kuril Islands, in late
2020.  The two networks are now gone,

according to recent Maxar pictures, and
are thought to have relocated repurposed
towards Russia's northern frontiers with
Ukraine in anticipation of an impending
strike. This activity took place a week after
the military intelligence of Ukraine re-
ported that they had disabled a Russian
S-400 missile protection system in the
seized Crimea; Moscow has not yet re-
sponded to this assertion. Several out-
dated tanks and howitzers are also said to
have been refurbished on the islands be-
fore being sent to Ukraine. 

Yet who would blame Japan for
wanting to protect itself or even reclaim
territory that Russia had wrongfully
taken? In its National Security Strategy,
issued in December, Tokyo issued a
warning. After the cessation of World
War II, the security situation in Japan has
never been more harsh and complicated.
Russia's action against Ukraine has fla-
grantly violated the fundamental princi-
ples that guide world politics. 

It is not impossible that a grave sce-
nario such as this one may develop in the
years to come in the Indo-Pacific area,
particularly in East Asia. The whistle-
blower provided information on the
movements of satellite-based warfare hel-
icopters that were aimed toward Japan,
and Russia's propaganda apparatus also
began a major campaign to portray the
Japanese as Nazis. 
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RUSSIA BRINGS IN MORE ENEMIES
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“

Let us look at the Summit and beyond with the
lenses of 5Ds Prime Minister Modi used to build

the Global future. Modi, as his wont, coins appro-
priate words and acronyms to capture the con-
cepts in currency and formulate strategies for

national and global politics. In his inaugural re-
marks, he talked about the unseemly global trust
deficit prevailing in the world. That must end. He
invoked his national strategy based on four voca-

tive slogans- sabka saath (being inclusive),
sabka vikas (welfare of all), sabka prayas (ef-

forts by all) and sabka vishwas (mutual trust).
He linked the last one to rebuild the Global trust.
At the international level, Modi coined 5Ds that

should shape the Global future; recall the theme
of the Summit, One Family, One Earth, One Fu-

ture. These are: Democracy, Demography, Devel-
opment, Dialogue and Diplomacy. In Delhi Sum-

mit, Modi sought to promote these as abiding
Credos for Global politics and economy. It will be

worth our while to reflect on the year of India’s
leadership of G-20 culminating in the mega

event. Arguably, the G-20 is the biggest world
stage at present, given the ineffectiveness of the

United Nations controlled by P-5 and the arbi-
trary use of the veto by any of them to block any

decision on world issues.

Beyond G-20 Summit: Building on 5Ds
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T
he Pir Panchal is one of the important mountainous ranges of the
Jammu and Kashmir State which divides Valley of Kashmir from
Jammu province. This track is a part of Jammu province. The whole

terrain is a combination of snow-capped peaks, mighty mountains, green
forests, lovely lakes, glaciers, crystal clear streams, milky water falls, val-
leys, gardens, Dhoks (a cluster of hutments), Margs (meadows at the alti-
tude ranging from 9000 feet and above), high pasture lands, healthy people
and attractive lifestyle. There are numerous peaks in this region like Tata
Kutti (15560 feet), GirjanChotti (12013 Feet), Rattan Pir (8500 feet),
KuthGali (12600 feet), DarhaliGali (13460 feet), ChorGali (13436 feet), Haji
Pir (8600 feet) and Nil Kanth (12000 feet). There are charming Dhoksand
Margslocated in the base of these peaks. As per one estimates, 735 Dhoks
and Margs are existing in Pir Panchal region. Some of the important Dhoks
and Margs are Tata Kutti Marg, Nain Sukh Marg, Noorpur Marg, Pir Marg,
Nandan Sar Dhok, Khouan, Panchtari, Girjan, Sari Mangiaya, Sari
Mastandhoks etc. These Dhoks and Margs remain under the cover of snow
and uninhabited for about six months during winter season.

In the beginning of spring when snow melts from the upper reaches of
Dhoks and Margs, Gujjar Bakerwal tribes and Pahari speaking people start
pouring in these nature blessed areas with their flock of sheep, herds of
goat, fleet of horses, cattle, dogs, baggage and luggage to pass the summer
season. While leading towards the Dhoks, the mothers usually lift their
infants on their backs, while the young persons collect leaves and hay for
the feast of cattle during the journey, while aged women and male persons
travel on loaded horses. Normally, the Carvan halts during the night near
the river sights, lit campfire, cook meal and sleep in the open. Next day
early in the morning, they start again their tiresome journey again toward
Dhoks and Margs. During the course of their journey, these people face
vagaries of weather in which they lose their cattle.

35 percent population of Gujjars, Bakerwal tribes and Pahari people of
Poonch-Rajouri Districts migrates to Dhoks and Margs during summer sea-
son. They are having their own Dhoks and Margs where they shift along
with Qabilas and families and move in the shape of Carvan. Bakerwals are
the offshoot of Gujjar tribes. Majority of them is nomadic. They remain
wandering in the upper reaches along with their flock in search of fodder
and live in tented colonies. Their livelihood depends upon the wool, mut-
ton, blankets, etc.

The Gujjars and Paharis mostly rare cattle like buffalos, cows and goats,
and stay in Dharas (one room hutment of wooden mud and stones with
open front) Normally three to five families put up in a one Dhara. No road
communication, administration, security agencies, school and health facility
and no power and water supply is available in this track. 

Gujjar, Bakerwal and Paharis live jointly in these Dhoks and Margs in a
very congenial and peaceful atmosphere. The whole family sleeps on a big
cot known as Dangi. Normally, a thick layer of green leaves of a particular
bush is spread on the Dangi beneath blankets to use it as a bed. Their
breakfast comprises of saltish tea, sattus (backed maize flour) or maize
bread. After breakfast, the elders drink lassi (shaked curd without butter)
and go to forest areas to collect leaves for cattle. The youth (both male and
female) move to the pastures along with cattle and flock. While the cattle
graze in the pastures, the youth enjoy playing Algoza (flutes) while the
damsels sing folk songs to attract the male youth. 

The house women go to collect the wild vegetables or remain busy in
threshing curd, collecting butter, making Kalaris (special type of cheese).
The aged women remain busy in doing embroidery work on their caps
known as Tajkastani Cap. The young women also keep themselves busy in
making their hairstyle. They do constitute a large number of plaits of hairs
which takes almost a day to weave. This is mostly done once in a month.
The aged persons engage themselves in sheep shearing with special scis-
sors. The children , indulge in funny games like Panja, Bihni, (Power Game)
and Panj Gitti. The young members (males and females) return from pas-
tures before the sunset. The elders also return with bags of grass, leaves and
women with herbs and vegetables. Then flocks and cattle are gathered near
the Dharas in a compound wall area to protect them from wild animals dur-
ing the night hours. The family takes dinner immediately after the sunset.
The dinner mostly comprise of curry, rice, maize bread, vegetables and
mutton. 

On important days the tribes do take rice with curd and sugar. On festi-
vals and marriages they also slaughter goats and sheeps and enjoy the feast.
After taking dinner they relish wild fruits available in the dhoks like
Bhacanas (wild straw Berry) and Gruchh which the young girls collect dur-
ing day time. After relaxing a while, they aflame a campfire outside the
Dhara and the families sit around the campfire to narrate the happenings of
day time and discuss the problems of the Qabila. Then the members of the
families request the aged person to recite Sufiyana Kalam (devotional
songs). The aged persons sing Sufiyana Kalams for a pretty long time dur-
ing the night hours. This night session is a very amusing and thrilling, when
the families sit in the open around the campfire in the light of moon and
enjoy the night hours of Dhoks and Margs. After night session, the children,
aged person and ladies sleep on Dangi, while the young male members
remain awake turn by turn to watch the cattle and protect them from wild
animals.

Their dresses in the Dhok are interesting. Their dresses are according to
the climatic condition of the area. The male members normally wear
Shalwar (trousers) Long Shirt, turbans on their head, keep blankets on their
shoulders and sticks in their hands. While the women wear trousers, long
shirt and keep dupatta on their head.

They celebrate their festivals with tribal flavour. Their hobbies are hunt-
ing, ridding and singing Sufiana Kalam. Their favourite musical instru-
ments are Algoza, Banjli and Jodi. They also conduct the bull fighting and
ram fighting for their amusement. Their favourite dishes are saltish tea, sat-
tus (backed maize flour), Lassi, mutton, wild vegetables etc. Majority of
them believe in Pirs system (Holy persons). They invite Pir Sahib in their
colonies for Nayaz and get blessings in the shape of Tawiz and Phook (blow-
ing of breath by the holy man on an object). They presume that with the
blessing of Pir Sahib, their cattle remain safe from wild animals, give more
milk and they remain healthy in the Dhoks.Gujjar and Bakerwal tribes and
Pahari Speaking people are having very unique and distinct heritage. Most
of the tribes are still living a Aryan style of Qabila life.

With the passage of time, this tribal lifestyle of Dhoks and Margs is van-
ishing day by day. The old traditions are disappearing as most of Gujjar
Bakerwal tribes and Paharis people have embraced the modern life style.
Majority of these tribes have stopped going to Dhoks and Margs and have
settled once for all in the plane area and have become a part of modern

lifestyle. Therefore, there is a need of preserving this nature blessed
lifestyle, old traditions, cultural heritage, through documentaries so that the

new generations could know about the original heritage of Pir Panchal
region.

Dhok: A Peek into  History 
& Culture of  highland 
pastures of  Jammu & Kashmir 

The house women go to collect the wild vegetables or remain busy in threshing
curd, collecting butter, making Kalaris (special type of cheese). The aged women
remain busy in doing embroidery work on their caps known as Tajkastani Cap. The
young women also keep themselves busy in making their hairstyle. They do con-

stitute a large number of plaits of hairs which takes almost a day to weave. This is
mostly done once in a month. The aged persons engage themselves in sheep

shearing with special scissors. The children , indulge in funny games like Panja,
Bihni, (Power Game) and Panj Gitti. The young members (males and females)

return from pastures before the sunset. The elders also return with bags of grass,
leaves and women with herbs and vegetables. Then flocks and cattle are gath-

ered near the Dharas in a compound wall area to protect them from wild animals
during the night hours. The family takes dinner immediately after the sunset. The

dinner mostly comprise of curry, rice, maize bread, vegetables and mutton. 
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NEW DELHI: Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu 
on Wednesday virtually 
launched Ayushman Bhav 
campaign from Raj Bhavan, 
Gandhinagar in Gujarat.

Speaking on the occasion, 
President said the aiml of 
Ayushman Bhav Campaign 
- no person should be left 
behind and no village should 
be left behind - would make 
our country successful in 
achieving the objective of 
Universal Health Cover-
age. The campaign will be 
implemented during ‘Seva 
Pakhwada’ from September 
17 to October 2, President’s 
Secretariat communique 
said.

She added that if every 
person and every family 
stays healthy, then the re-
solve to build a healthy India 
would be fulfilled.

She said that everyone’s 
cooperation would be help-
ful in achieving such big 
goals.

President said that pro-
viding Ayushman cards to all 
the beneficiaries; organiz-
ing Ayushman meetings to 

make villagers aware about 
health, hygiene and nutri-
tion; organising Ayushman 
Melas; and arranging visits 
of specialist doctors at the 
Community Health Centers 

once a week under the initia-
tive Ayushman Apke Dwar 
3.0, are praiseworthy steps, 
it said. She expressed con-
fidence that India would set 
the example of digital inclu-

sion in the field of healthcare 
services also like other sec-
tors. The Ayushman Bhav 
Campaign is a comprehen-
sive nationwide healthcare 
initiative of the Union Min-

istry of Health and Family 
Welfare that aims to pro-
vide saturation coverage of 
healthcare services, reaching 
every village and town in the 
country, it added.

President Murmu launches 
‘Ayushman Bhav’ campaign NEW DELHI: Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi will vis-
it Madhya Pradesh and Ch-
hattisgarh on September 14, 
to lay and dedicate several 
development projects to the 
Nation.

According to the PMO 
statement, in the first half 
of the day, the Prime Min-
ister will reach Bina at 
around 11:15 AM, in Mad-
hya Pradesh, where he will 
lay the foundation stone of 
projects worth more than 
Rs. 50,700 crores including 
‘The Petrochemical Complex 
at Bina Refinery’ of Bharat 
Petroleum Corporation Lim-
ited (BPCL).

During the programme, 
the Prime Minister will also 
lay the foundation stone of 
ten projects namely ‘Pow-
er and Renewable Energy 
Manufacturing Zone’ in the 
Narmadapuram district; two 
IT parks in Indore; a Mega 
Industrial Park in Ratlam; 
and six new industrial areas 
across Madhya Pradesh.

The ‘Power and Renew-
able Energy Manufactur-
ing Zone, Narmadapuram’ 
will be developed at a cost 
of more than Rs 460 crore 
and will be a step towards 
economic growth and em-
ployment generation in the 
region, said the statement.

The ‘IT Park 3 and 4’ in 
Indore, will be built at a cost 
of about Rs 550 crore, pro-
vide impetus to the IT and 
ITES sector and open new 
employment opportunities 

for the youth.
Mega Industrial Park in 

Ratlam will be built at a cost 
of more than Rs 460 crore 
and is envisaged to become 
a major hub for important 
sectors like textiles, auto-
mobiles, pharmaceuticals, 
among others.

The park will be well con-
nected to the Delhi Mumbai 
Expressway and will provide 
a major boost to the econom-
ic development of the entire 
region, generating direct and 
indirect employment oppor-
tunities for the youth.

With the aim of promot-
ing balanced regional devel-
opment and uniform em-
ployment opportunities in 
the state, six new industrial 
areas will also be developed 
at Shajapur, Guna, Mauganj, 
Agar Malwa, Narmadapu-
ram and Maksi at a cumu-

lative cost of about Rs 310 
crore. At around 3:15 PM, he 
will reach Raigarh, Chhattis-
garh, where he will dedicate 
to the nation’s important rail 
sector projects worth around 
Rs. 6,350 crores in the pub-
lic programme in Raigarh, as 
per PMO statement.

The projects include Ch-
hattisgarh East Rail Project 
Phase-I, 3rd rail line between 
Champa to Jamga, 3rd rail 
line between Pendra Road to 
Anuppur and MGR (Merry-
Go-Round) system connect-
ing Talaipalli Coal Mine to 
NTPC Lara Super Thermal 
Power Station (STPS).

“The rail projects will 
provide impetus to socio-
economic development by 
facilitating movement of 
passengers as well as freight 
traffic in the region,” said the 
statement.

PM will visit MP and 
Chhattisgarh today

CHENNAI: Continuing his tirade against 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Tamil 
Nadu Chief Minister and DMK President 
M.K. Stalin on Wednesday said the BJP-
led Government at the Centre is trying to 
shield itself under the Sanatana Dharma 
row to cover up its failures and corrup-
tion. In a statement here, he said the BJP 
government, which was trying to divert 
the attention of the people using the San-
atana dharma issue and spreading hatred, 
should be defeated in the next year’s Lok 
Sabha polls and the Opposition-led INDIA 
bloc should win it.

Hitting out Mr Modi for remaining si-
lent on several burning issues faced by the 
country, he said by advising his colleagues 
in the Cabinet meeting to give adequate re-
ply to Sanatana row--in the wake of some 
remarks made by Tamil Nadu Minister and 
DMK Youth Wing Leader Udhayanidhi 
Stalin that led to a polical row--it meant 
that the Prime Minister was trying to hide 
himself under name of Sanatana dharma.

Alleging that the Modi government has 
not fulfilled any of its promises ever since 
he came to power in 2014, Mr Stalin said 
the Prime Minister has not uplifted the 
livelihood of the poor people, not created 
job opportunities to lit up the lights in the 

lives of youth, murdered the democracy 
and taking the country to a dangerous path 
through its Autocratic rule.

He said the BJP government has lost 
the people’s faith and to cover it up are 
indulging in publicity campaigns. Mr Sta-
lin alleged that there were irregularities 
in schemes like Bharat Mala, Dwaraka 
express highway project, toll plaza rates, 
Ayushman Bharat, Ayodhya development 
scheme, Village pension schemes and HAL 
airport scheme as highlighted by the CAG 
in its report.

“To cover up the Rs 7.5 lakh crore irreg-
ularities pointed out by the CAG, the BJP 
is hiding its face using Sanatana Dharma 
as a cover”, he charged. He also accused 
the Centre of not having the backbone to 
put an end to the Manipur issue, which 
has been burning for the last four months. 
Even police firing has taken place two days 
back.

“Without allowing to talk about these 
issues, the BJP is trying to divert the at-
tention”, the Chief Minister said. Mr Sta-
lin concurred with Dravidar Kazhagam 
President K.Veeramani’s observations that 
there should be more talk about corruption 
in the BJP regime, which was raking up the 
Sanatana issue to divert the people’s atten-

tion and prevent them from talking 
about its corrupt activities.

Stating that the BJP was rat-
tled by the Opposition INDIA 
bloc, Mr Stalin said the count-
down has begun for the BJP rule 
after the INDIA alliance came 
into being. “People are prepared 
to script its end and bring the 
INDIA bloc to power. Since the 
BJP has realised this, it has decid-
ed to change the name of the coun-
try (as Bharat), he added. He point-
ed out that in the recent byelections, 
the INDIA bloc had secured a 
massive victory. This was an 
indication for its victory all 
over the country (especially the 
2024 Lok Sabha elections).

Exhorting the DMK par-
tymen and alliance party 
to follow the remarks of Mr 
Veeramani, the Chief Minister 
said “let us focus and work to-
wards exposing the BJP’s cor-
ruption, fascism and authori-
tarianism and ensure its defeat 
in the ensuing Lok Sabha elec-
tions and safeguard India’s 
democracy”.

BJP using Sanatana row as shield to 
cover up its failures, corruption : Stalin

SHILLONG: Chief Minister 
Conrad Sangma said scientif-
ic coal mining will soon begin 
in Meghalaya, with the Centre 
having approved the leases of 
four miners.

‘The final stage of the min-
ing plan that was to be sub-
mitted is being vetted, and in 
a matter of weeks or a month 
or so, we will see this happen-
ing on the ground. The pro-
cess is now at a very advanced 
stage,” he said.

In April 2014, the Nation-
al Green Tribunal imposed a 
blanket ban on coal mining 
and transportation in the 
state, following which the 
mining industry suffered neg-
ative growth, thereby affect-
ing the GSDP as a whole.

Apart from the impact on 
the economy, the ban severe-
ly crippled the lives of thou-
sands of people dependent 
on the mining sector, both 
directly and indirectly.

Sangma, who also holds 
the Mining and Geology port-
folio, informed that there are 
a few pressure groups that 

have asked the government 
to review and reduce the re-
quired area of the mining 
plan from 100 hectares to a 
considerable size.

‘We were fighting in the 
Supreme Court against the 
NGT ban and then discuss-
ing it with the Government 
of India. All this matters be-
cause for us, we wanted the 
process to start, and that is 
what is important to us, and 
when the discussions took 
place, there were different 
factors that were put in such 
as area, technology, etc,” he 
said. “While the negotiations 

were going on, the issue of the 
area came up. The Govern-
ment of India was very partic-
ular that the number should 
not go down, and so we felt it 
was in the greater interest of 
at least setting the ball rolling 
and starting the whole thing 
for mining. Let us not stick 
to the issue of 100 hectares 
for now. Let it start, and once 
things start, in the next stage 
we can come and discuss the 
reduction of the area, as the 
Government of India was not 
comfortable at that time to re-
duce that,’ the Chief Minister 
added. Therefore, he said, in 

the interest of making sure 
that mining started, we went 
ahead with that. “ I am happy 
it has worked, and we are at 
the final stage of getting the 
mining plan approved, and 
mining will start,” Sangma 
said.

Stating that the state gov-
ernment had a lot of difficul-
ties reaching a conclusion as 
in Meghalaya the land hold-
ing system is different, Sang-
ma said, “In other areas, the 
government owns the land 
and the mines, and they lease 
them out to private parties. 
Here, the private party owns 
the land, and the government 
is acting as the agency to 
lease it out again to another 
individual to mine it. So the 
government has to change the 
rules based on the Meghalaya 
land holding system, and that 
is where the complications 
came out.” Moreover, he said 
that the rules that are in place 
for the rest of the country will 
not fully apply in Meghalaya 
because of the land holding 
system.

Scientific coal mining to begin 
in Meghalaya soon: CM

11 killed, 15 
injured in 

road accident
BHARATPUR: At least 11 
people were killed and 15 
injured early on Wednes-
day when a trailer rammed 
into a parked bus in the 
Lakhanpur police station 
area of Bharatpur district in 
Rajasthan, a police source 
said.

According to the po-
lice control room, the ac-
cident took place on the 
Jaipur-Agra highway at 
around 4.30 am near Han-
tra in Bharatpur district, 
about 160 km east of Jai-
pur, the capital city of Ra-
jasthan.

‘A trailer rammed into it 
from behind, killing 11 peo-
ple and injuring 15 others,” 
a senior police official said.

11 people died on the 
spot in the accident. The 
deceased were identified 
as five men and six women, 
police officials added.

Police said the ill-fated 
bus carrying pilgrims was 
travelling from Bhavnagar 
in Gujarat to Mathura in 
Uttar Pradesh when the ac-
cident occurred.

The injured have been 
admitted to RBM Hospi-
tal in Bharatpur, police  
said.

After receiving informa-
tion, the District Superin-
tendent of Police, Mridul 
Kachhawa, arrived at the 
spot and inquired about the 
accident.

KOLKATA: West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee said on Wednesday that 
she had a very pleasant meeting with Sri 
Lanka President Ranil Wickremesinghe at 
the Dubai International Airport and invited 
him to join the Kolkata business summit.

Banerjee, who left here on Tuesday for 
Dubai on her way to Spain to invite NRIs 
and foreign industrialists and investors to 
join the business summit, said she also invit-
ed the head of Sri Lanka to join the Kolkata 
business summit to be held on November 

21-22, 2023. ‘His Excellency The President 
of Sri Lanka, Ranil Wickremesinghe, saw me 
at the Dubai International Airport Lounge 
and called me to join for some discussion,’ 
the Bengal CM said on her Twitter account 
Wednesday morning.

‘I have been humbled by his greetings and 
have invited him to the Bengal Global Busi-
ness Summit 2023 in Kolkata. He extended a 
cordial invitation to me to visit Sri Lanka. It 
was a pleasant interaction with deep implica-
tions,” Banerjee said.

Mamata invites Sri Lankan Prez to 
join business summit

Telangana: Harish Rao 
affirms KCR’s strong 

commitment to Hinduism
SIDDIPET: Telangana Finance Minister Harish 
Rao unequivocally stated that BRS party chief and 
Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao (KCR) is a 
staunch Hindu.

Speaking after laying the foundation stone for the 
renovation of the Sitarama Chandraswamy temple in 
Potlapalli village, Husnabad Mandal, Siddipet dis-
trict, Rao emphasized that KCR is a devoted Hindu 
who is actively involved in the development of tem-
ples across the state.

He highlighted the substantial allocations to tem-
ples, such as the Rs 1200 crore development of the 
Yadadri temple and the ongoing Rs 600 crore devel-
opment of Kondagatu Anajaneya Swamy temple. Rao 
made it clear that it is only the KCR government that 
is taking proactive measures for temple development 
and ensuring the well-being of temple priests by pro-
viding salaries.

Harish Rao also noted that the state government 
had increased the offering for Dupadipa in 10,000 
temples from Rs. 6000 to Rs. 10,000. In Potlapal-
li village alone, there are 140 temples, and he ex-
pressed his delight in initiating the restoration of the 
Ram temple with an initial allocation of Rs 40 lakhs. 
He further announced the allocation of Rs. 50 lakhs 
for the construction of the Shivalaya Gali Gopuram.

Reflecting on the agricultural success during 
KCR’s nine-year regime, Rao pointed out that crops 
had flourished without any drought-related issues. 
He emphasized that the state, which was once de-
pendent on food grains, had transformed into a ma-
jor rice producer for the country, thanks to the cul-
tivation of two crops. Minister Harish Rao credited 
KCR with the development of the Gouravelli project, 
which had brought much-needed water to the re-
gion’s residents.

The event saw the participation of State Plan-
ning Commission Vice President Boinapally Vinod 
Kumar, local legislators Oditela Satish Kumar, ZP 
Chairperson Roja Radhakrishna Sharma, local pub-
lic representatives, and others.

AP HC posts hearing 
of Naidu’s petition 

for Sep 19
VIJAYAWADA: The Andhra 
Pradesh High Court on 
Wednesday posted for Septem-
ber 19 the hearing of former 
Chief Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu’s plea requesting quash-
ing the FIR against him in the 
Skill Development Corporation 
scam. The High Court said it 
has to hear the arguments of 
both sides. At the same time, 
the High Court also gave time 
to the AP CID police to file a 
counter petition. The AP high 
court directed the ACB court 
not to take up hearing till Sep-
tember 18 on the petition filed 
by the AP CID on giving Chan-
drababu Naidu to police custo-
dy for further questioning. It 
may be mentioned here that the 
AP CID police filed a petition in 
the ACB court seeking five days 
custody of Chandrababu Naidu 
for questioning. The AP high 
court also postponed the hear-
ing of Chandrababu Naidu’s 
petition on anticipatory bail in 
the Inner Ring Road irregulari-
ties to September 19. It may be 
mentioned here that the CID 
police another case against 
Chandrababu Naidu on the al-
leged irregularities which took 
place in the construction.

KOLKATA: West Bengal 
ruling TMC’s national gener-
al secretary Abhishek Baner-
jee on Wednesday appeared 
before the Enforcement Di-
rectorate ED) officials at the 
CGO Complex in the city re-
sponding to the central agen-
cy’s summon in the alleged 
teachers’ recruitment scam 
in the government-spon-
sored schools across the 
state, official sources said.

As per directive, Banerjee, 
the nephew of Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee, arrived 
after 11 AM at the CGO Com-
plex at Salt Lake and went 
straight to the ED officials at 
the 6th floor to face the ques-
tions, sources said.

The summon date to Trin-
amool Congress general sec-
retary Abhishek Banerjee co-
incided with the Opposition 
I.N.D.I.A bloc’s coordination 
committee meeting in New 
Delhi. Banerjee is a member 
of the INDIA group’s coordi-
nation committee. Banerjee 
on Sunday said the ED no-
tice required him to appear 
before the agency on Sep-
tember 13.

“FIRST meet of INDIA’s 
coordination comm (com-
mittee) is on 13th Sept in 
Delhi, where I’m a member. 
But @dir_ed conveniently 
served me a notice just now 
to appear before thm [them] 
on the VERY SAME DAY! 
One can’t help but marvel at 
the TIMIDITY & VACUOS-
NESS of the 56-inch chest 
model. #FearofINDIA, “ Ba-
nerjee posted on X (formerly 

Twitter).
The ED is probing the 

money trails of the alleged 
teachers’ recruitment scan-
dal following a Calcutta High 
Court order where the eligi-
ble candidates were deprived 
of getting job and “unqual-
ified” candidates were ap-
pointed against cash.

This is not the first time 
that the TMC leader was 
summoned by Central agen-
cies in connection with the 
recruitment scam. Both ED 
and the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) have issued 
summons to Banerjee.

The ruling party on 
Wednesday in its media cell 
quoted Banerjee as saying 
that the “ BJP uses central 
agencies to fight against 
me. Such threats and intim-
idation by using CBI and 
ED against me won’t deter 
me from public services or 
reaching out to the masses”.

On Tuesday, Bengal 
Ministers Shashi Panja and 
Partha Bhowmick in reac-
tion to ED summon to Party 
National General Secretary 
Abhishek Banerjee said, “ 
The INDIA Alliance Coordi-
nation Committee is sched-
uled to hold its first meeting 
tomorrow, and it’s an ex-
tremely important meeting. 
AITC National General Sec-
retary Abhishek Banerjee is 
an important member of the 
committee. It can bedeemed 
as a coincidence or it can be a 
politically motivated move to 
summon Abhishek Banerjee 
on the very same day. 

TMC GS Abhishek 
Banerjee appears 

before ED
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NASA astronaut Rubio 
sets new US record for 

longest spaceflight
LOS ANGELES: NASA 
astronaut Frank Rubio 
has set a new record of 
the longest trip in the 
International Space 
Station (ISS), the agen-
cy said Tuesday. Rubio 
surpassed NASA’s sin-
gle spaceflight record of 
355 continuous days in 
space on Monday, which 
was made by NASA as-
tronaut Mark Vande 
Hei on March 30, 2022. 
The astronaut is set to 
return to Earth on Sept. 
27, when he will have 
spent 371 days in space, 
said NASA. Since board-
ing the ISS in September 
2022, Rubio has worked 
on several experiments 
involving robotics, space 
physics, and biology, 
and he participated in 
three spacewalks, said 
the agency.

10 soldiers killed 
in Mali attack

BAMAKO: Ten Malian 
soldiers were killed and 
13 others wounded in a 
complex vehicle bomb 
attack against a camp of 
the Malian Armed Forc-
es in Bourem, northern 
Mali, the army said on 
Tuesday. In a statement, 
the army said that they 
killed 46 terrorists and 
destroyed 20 of their 
pick-ups. On Thursday, 
at least 49 civilians and 
15 soldiers were killed 
during a dual terror-
ist attack targeting the 
passengers of the boat 
“Tombouctou” and a 
military camp of the 
Malian Armed Forces in 
Gao region in northern 
Mali. Since 2012, Mali 
has been engulfed in a 
deep multi-faceted crisis 
at the security, political 
and economic levels. 
Independence insurgen-
cies, jihadist incursions, 
and inter-communal 
violence have left thou-
sands of people dead 
and hundreds of thou-
sands more displaced in 
the West African nation.

600 families displaced 
by floods in Libya

TRIPOLI: More than 
600 families were dis-
placed by the floods that 
hit eastern Libya on Sun-
day, an official from the 
Libyan Health Ministry 
told a press conference in 
the capital Tripoli later on 
Tuesday. Medical teams 
have been sent to east-
ern Libya to help those 
in need, said Mohamed 
Kablan, head of the emer-
gency department of the 
Health Ministry. Accord-
ing to the ministry, more 
than 130 ambulances, 14 
tons of emergency med-
ical supplies and dozens 
of medical professionals 
were sent to eastern Lib-
ya to help deal with the 
aftermath of the floods. 
Rubber boats have been 
sent to eastern Libya to 
help recover the bodies, 
and a team of specialists 
is taking DNA samples 
from the bodies for iden-
tification, according to 
Mahmoud Ashour, head 
of the Criminal Investi-
gation Department. Ac-
cording to official data, 
at least 5,300 people are 
feared dead and over 
10,000 more missing af-
ter the floods, triggered 
by Mediterranean storm 
Daniel, hit eastern Libya 
on Sunday.

Kim Jong Un calls 
ties with Russia, N 
Korea’s 1st priority
PYONGYANG: North 
Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un on Wednesday called 
North Korea’s ties with 
Russia his country’s first 
priority. “Our friendship 
has deep roots, and the 
very first priority for our 
country now is relations 
with Russia,” Kim stat-
ed at the meeting with 
Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin at Russia’s 
Vostochny spaceport. 
The North Korean leader 
thanked the Russian pres-
ident for the invitation to 
Russia, adding that the 
visit is taking place “at a 
very important period.” 

Briefs

INTERNATIONAL

DHAKA: Bangladesh and 
the United Kingdom are set 
to sign a Standard Operating 
Procedure, SOP, soon to fa-
cilitate the return of irregular 
or illegal Bangladeshis from 
the UK, said Senior Foreign 
Secretary Ambassador Ma-
sud Bin Momen Wednesday.

“We made decisions about 
one or two mechanisms. We 
will sign the SOP soon so that 
the people who are living 
without a visa in the UK can 
be returned. We discussed 
the matter. The UK agreed to 
form a joint working group, 
JWG, regarding migration 
and mobility,” he said.

The foreign secretary 
further stated that recently 
many of our students and 
workers are going there (in 
the UK) and we discussed 
how this number can be in-
creased. Masud Bin Momen 
was talking to the media af-
ter the fifth UK-Bangladesh 
Strategic Dialogue on Tues-
day at the Foreign Service 
Academy in Dhaka.

The Foreign, Common-
wealth and Development 
Office (FCDO) of the UK and 
the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs (MoFA) of Bangladesh 
held the dialogue.

The foreign secretary also 
informed the media that 
the UK is interested to see a 
free, fair, participatory and 
violence-free election in Ban-
gladesh. The country is also 
ready to help Bangladesh if 

required to fulfil their ex-
pectations of a “desired elec-
tion.”

During the discussion, Sir 
Philip Barton, the FCDO per-
manent under-secretary of-
fered the proposition to Ban-
gladesh’s foreign secretary.

Bangladesh, however, 
said the government and 
election commission can en-
sure that all the voters can 
take part in the election. But 
to ensure whether all the par-
ties contest in the election is 
the responsibility of the po-

litical parties.
Momen informed these 

to mediapersons at a press 
conference after the dialogue 
at the Foreign Service Acad-
emy.

He further stated that 
climate change, economic 
development, Indo-Pacific 
Strategy, immigration, trade, 
investment, cybersecurity, 
good governance, human 
rights, elections and other 
related issues were discussed 
during the fifth partnership 
dialogue.

When asked what they 
discussed about the election, 
Masud Bin Momen said as 
they are old friends, partners 
of development for a long 
time, they have interest in 
participatory election in our 
country. They want to see a 
free, fair and participatory 
election where everybody 
takes part. 

We also restated our 
promise about holding a free 
and peaceful election.

Despite what no other 
country is saying, the UK is 

talking about participation. 
When asked how the govern-
ment will ensure participa-
tion, the foreign secretary ex-
plained, participation could 
mean a lot. 

One of the meanings 
could be that all the people 
will vote. It is up to all the 
parties whether to partici-
pate in the elections or not. 
There may be an expectation 
that everyone will contest. 
But the main issue is peo-
ple’s exercise of their right to 
vote. It will be ensured by the 

government and the election 
commission, he insisted.

When asked what the UK 
under secretary meant by 
conducive environment, for-
eign secretary Momen said, 
they are ready if we seek 
specific help for the partic-
ipation of all the parties in 
the election. We said, it is 
our internal matter. We held 
elections before. The inde-
pendent election commission 
is adequately capable to hold 
a free and fair election. They 
talked about a free and fair 
election where violence will 
be less. Our say is to make 
sure about the participation 
of the people. Whether every 
party takes part in the elec-
tion is the discretion of those 
parties.

To a query whether the 
UK has proposed any polit-
ical compromise, the sec-
retary said no such propo-
sition was placed on their  
behalf.

When asked whether any 
discussion about the repatri-
ation of Tarique Rahman, the 
convicted acting chairperson 
of opposition Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party, BNP, was 
raised, the foreign secretary 
said as far as we know he is 
there in a political asylum. 
“We discussed legal frame-
works like Mutual Legal 
Assistance Treaty (MLAT), 
flexibility agreement. Discus-
sions are being held among 
many organisations.”

UK, B’desh to sign SOP for B’desh 
returnees: Masud Bin Momen

TOKYO: Special repre-
sentatives of the Japa-
nese, South Korean and 
US foreign ministries have 
discussed over the phone 
North Korea’s recent mis-
sile launches and the on-
going meeting between 
leaders of Russia and 
North Korea, the Japanese 
Foreign Ministry said on 
Wednesday.

US Special Representa-
tive for North Korea Sung 
Kim, South Korean Special 
Representative for Korean 
Peninsula Peace and Se-
curity Affairs Kim Gunn, 
and Director General of the 
Asian and Oceanic Affairs 
Department of the Japa-
nese Foreign Ministry Hi-
royuki Namazu took part in 
the discussion, the ministry 
said in a statement.

“[The representatives] 
have once again confirmed 
shared perspective that 
unprecedentedly frequent 

North Korea’s launches 
of ballistic and other mis-
siles, including the ones on 
September 13, pose a grave 
danger to the region’s secu-
rity and are a frank and se-
rious challenge to the global 
community ... The parties 

have also exchanged views 
on the current situation 
in North Korea, including 
the Russian-North Korean 
leaders’ meeting,” the state-
ment read.

Earlier in the day, the 
Japanese Defense Ministry 

said that it had 
recorded two 
ballistic mis-
sile launches, 
carried out by 
Pyongyang with-
in nine minutes 
from one anoth-
er. Both missiles 
are believed to 
have landed out-
side the exclusive 
economic zone 
of Japan. Later, 
Tokyo responded 
to the launches 
by expressing 
strong criticism 
of Pyongyang’s 
actions and add-
ing that it will 
work with the US 

towards protecting “peo-
ple’s lives.” No damage to 
Japanese vessels or infra-
structure has been report-
ed. This was the 17th mis-
sile launch by North Korea 
in 2023.

Japan, S Korea, US discuss N Korea’s 
missile launch on Wednesday

WINDHOEK: Namibia’s 
Ministry of Environment, 
Forestry, and Tourism 
(MEFT) on Tuesday con-
demned the recent violent 
attacks targeting interna-
tional tourists across the 
country.

Minister Pohamba Shife-
ta said in a statement that 
the recent spate of violent at-
tacks on international tour-
ists is a grave concern to the 
industry and the country as a 
whole.

The attacks, characterized 
by robberies and assaults 

involving weapons such as 
AK-47s, pistols, pangas, and 
knives, have occurred in var-
ious regions, spanning from 
the far Eastern Zambezi to 
the Deep South Orange Riv-
er, Shifeta said.

Furthermore, Shifeta said 
there had been a significant 
uptick in incidents in the 
Windhoek and Okahandja 
areas.

The government, togeth-
er with vital stakeholders 
including the hospitality 
industry, car rentals, neigh-
borhood watch groups, and 

City Police, is swiftly taking 
action, said the official, add-
ing that their collective goal 
is to fortify the nation’s secu-
rity measures and maintain 
Namibia’s hard-earned rep-
utation as one of the safest 
tourist destinations in the 
world.

The MEFT is set to col-
laborate with the Namibian 
police to establish a robust 
surveillance and intelligence 
mechanism aimed at appre-
hending the criminal gangs 
responsible for these attacks.

Additionally, the ministry 

is reaching out to the Minis-
try of International Relations 
and Cooperation to ensure 
the safety of international 
visitors and underscore Na-
mibia’s commitment to leg-
endary hospitality.

The sector has only re-
cently begun to recover from 
the two-year devastation 
caused by the outbreak of 
COVID-19, he said, stressing 
that tourism positively im-
pacts 12 other sectors in Na-
mibia, contributing signifi-
cantly to the country’s gross 
domestic product.

Violent attacks on tourists in 
Namibia spark concern

HANOI: At least 10 people 
died in a fire in a multistorey 
apartment building in the 
Vietnamese capital of Hanoi, 
the country’s news portal 
VietnamExpress reported on 
Wednesday.

The fire broke out at a 
10-storey apartment build-
ing in Hanoi’s Thanh Xuan 
District at 11 p.m. on Tues-
day (16:00 GMT), when most 
of the residents had already 
gone to bed, the media outlet 
reported, adding that a total 
of 150 people were registered 
in the building.

The arrival of fire services 

was complicated by narrow 
streets and tight construc-
tion density. About 70 peo-
ple were rescued before the 
fire was finally put out in the 
early hours of Wednesday 
morning.

Out of 70 rescued, 54 were 
immediately delivered to the 
city’s hospitals, but several 
died before receiving medi-
cal treatment due to burning 
and combustion poisoning, 
the portal reported.

Search and rescue oper-
ation are still ongoing and 
more victims and survivors 
may be found, the report 

added.
Emergency services still 

do not know the exact num-
ber of people who were in the 
building when the fire broke 
out.

However, eyewitnesses 
and firefighters said that at 
least several residents es-
caped the fire by jumping 
on the roof of neighboring 
buildings.

The media also reported 
that, according to prelimi-
nary investigation, the fire 
started in a bike parking 
lot, located on the building’s 
ground floor.

10 killed in fire in apartment 
building in Vietnam

TEL AVIV: Israeli De-
fense Minister Yoav Gallant 
denied media reports on 
Wednesday that claimed 
Israel approved and trans-
ferred US weapons to Pal-
estinian forces.

Earlier in the day, Israe-
li army radio Galei Tzahal 
reported that Palestinian 
authorities had recently 
received a shipment of US 
weaponry and munitions 
directed for use in coun-
terterrorist operations 
against Palestinian mili-
tant group Hamas and the 
Islamic Jihad movement. 
At least 1,500 rifles and a 
number of US armored ve-
hicles were reportedly sent 
from US bases in Jordan to 
Palestine over the past few 
days. 

The report drew a wave 
of criticism from several Is-
raeli cabinet ministers, who 
demand the news story’s of-

ficial retraction.
“I heard false claims ... 

Despite misrepresentations 
emerging from various re-
ports, I have neither ap-
proved nor carried out the 
transfer of weapons to the 
Palestinian National Au-
thority since I assumed the 
position of Minister of De-
fense. Any attempt to pres-

ent things 
differently 
is a bla-
tant lie,” 
G a l l a n t 
wrote on 
X, former-
ly known 
as Twitter.

The Je-
r u s a l e m 
Post news-
paper re-
ported that 
the trans-
fer was 
approved 
by the of-

fice of the Coordination of 
Government Activities in 
the Territories (COGAT), 
managed by Israeli Finance 
Minister Bezalel Smotrich. 
The minister later an-
nounced that he was plan-
ning to hold an emergency 
meeting to address the is-
sue.MARRAKESH: The death 

toll from the devastating 
earthquake in Morocco has 
risen to 2,901, and the inju-
ries to 5,530, according to the 
latest statement released by 
the Moroccan government on 
Tuesday. In Ouirgane, one of 
the hardest-hit villages in the 
mountainous areas, Xinhua 
reporters saw all the houses 
flattened and rescue teams 
using excavators to clear the 
debris.

Morocco has accepted of-
fers of aid from Spain, Britain, 
the United Arab Emirates, and 

Qatar, while the help offers 
from other countries are pend-
ing approval. The Internation-
al Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) 
on Tuesday launched an emer-
gency appeal for 100 million 
Swiss francs (112 million U.S. 
dollars) to support the victims 
of the earthquake in Morocco.

The most pressing needs 
at this time are water, sani-
tation, and shelter, Caroline 
Holt, global director of oper-
ations at IFRC, told reporters 
in Geneva. “We need to make 
sure that we avoid a second 

wave of disaster,” she said. 
Zhang Feigong, chief of the 
Agadir unit of the Chinese 
medical team in Morocco, told 
Xinhua that the medical team 
has donated urgently needed 
medical supplies such as fin-
ger pulse oximeters, electronic 
sphygmomanometers, and an-
tibacterial hand sanitizers to 
local hospitals. The 6.8-mag-
nitude earthquake hit the 
North African country at 11:11 
p.m. local time (2211 GMT) on 
Friday at a depth of 18.5 km, 
said the United States Geolog-
ical Survey.

Death toll from Morocco 
earthquake surpasses 2,900

Israeli DM denies sending US 
weapons to Palestinian forces

Musk says would have 
activated Starlink over 

Crimea for Ukraine 
attack if told so by Biden
WASHINGTON: US tech 
entrepreneur Elon Musk 
said he would have activated 
the Starlink satellite network 
over Crimea had he been 
directed to do so by Presi-
dent Joe Biden in support of 
Ukraine’s attempt to attack 
the Russian navy in the Black 
Sea.

Last week, US media re-
ported that Musk rejected 
Ukraine’s request to activate 
Starlink services near Crimea 
in 2022, which disrupted a 
Ukrainian drone attack on 
the Russian naval fleet.

“Although I’m not Presi-
dent Biden’s biggest fan, if I 
received a presidential direc-
tive to turn it on, I would’ve 
done so... no such request 
came through,” Musk said 
on Tuesday.

Crimea rejoined Russia 
after a referendum was held 
there in March 2014 fol-
lowing a coup in Ukraine. 
The Russian leadership has 
repeatedly stated that the 
Crimean residents demo-
cratically, in full compliance 
with international law and 
the UN Charter, voted for 
reunification with Russia. 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin has said the Crimea is-
sue is “closed.”

Musk said the Starlink 
services are turned off in 
regions around Crimea be-
cause the United States has 
sanctions against Russia, 
which includes Crimea, and 
the company is not allowed 
to grant connectivity to a 
sanctioned country without 
US government approval.

Death toll rises 
to 47 from 

Brazil cyclone
SAO PAULO: The death 
toll rose to 47 from the extra-
tropical cyclone in the Brazil-
ian southeastern state of Rio 
Grande do Sul, officials said 
Tuesday.

The cyclone has rav-
aged 98 municipalities and 
caused the Taquari River to 
swell, leading to the evacu-
ation of over 25,000 people 
and injuring at least 925 in-
jured since Sept. 4, said the 
Civil Defense of Rio Grande 
do Sul.

Eight people are still 
missing by Tuesday, said 
Vice Governor of Rio Grande 
do Sul Gabriel Souza.
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EARTH NEWS SERVICE
-------------------------------------------
KUPWARA: The District Devel-
opment Commissioner (DDC) Kup-
wara, Ayushi Sudan today presided 
over proceedings of Mega Block Di-
was programme at Far-flung Moori 
Panchayat of Block Kalaroos.

During the Block Diwas pro-
gramme, local residents and PRIs 
apprised the DDC about various 
issues related to augmentation of 
water supply schemes and elec-
tricity, construction of Moori road, 
grid station in Kalaroos, Patwar 
-khana, bank counter in Moori and 
Nagsari, Mobile network, Animal 
and Sheep Husbandry centres at 
Moori and other demands of public  
importance.

The DDC patiently listened to all 
the issues and demands put forth by 
the public and PRIs and directed the 
concerned officers to prioritise the 
basic issues of the people.

The DDC while presiding over the 
proceedings said that people here 
have grievances regarding basic ame-
nities and Government is committed 

to provide these basic facilities.
She said that the demands of lo-

cals regarding construction of road 
under PMGSY and mobile network 
connectivity will be taken up with 
government.

Ayushi urged people to come for-
ward and take benefit under differ-

ent centrally sponsored schemes and 
programmes and support and Co-op-
erate government. Earlier, officers 
of different departments dissemi-
nated information to the audience 
about different centrally sponsored 
schemes and programmes.

Block Diwas was attended by JD 

Planning, ASP Kupwara, BDC Kala-
roos, CEO Kupwara, CMO Kupwara, 
Chief Agriculture Officer Kupwara, 
EXen PHE, BDO Kalaroos and oth-
er district and Sectoral officers of all 
Line Departments, PRIs, and a large 
number of people of Moori and other 
adjoining habitations.

Ayushi presides over Mega 
Block Diwas in Kupwara

EARTH NEWS SERVICE
----------------------------------
BANDIPORA: The Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Ban-
dipora, Dr Owais Ahmad 
in presence of Chairper-
son, District Development 
Council (DDC) Bandipora, 
Ab Gani Bhat Wednesday 
launched the ‘Ayushman 
Bhava’ campaign across the 
district to promote health 
target services and spread 
awareness about all health 
schemes. The campaign was 
today launched across the 
nation by the Hon’ble Presi-
dent of India, Shri Droupadi 
Murmu.

The DC, on the occasion, 
informed that ‘Ayushman 
Bhava’ is a public health 
campaign launched for 
people belonging to eco-
nomically weaker sections. 
The program will enhance 
healthcare accessibility 
and raise health awareness 

across the nation.
Dr Owais said that aware-

ness cum screening camps 
shall be conducted by the 
health department across 
the district to curb the fur-
ther growth of unnoticed 
underlying diseases includ-
ing Non Communicable Dis-
eases (NCDs) besides Tuber-

culosis, Hepatitis etc.
The DC further said that 

under the campaign, admin-
istration will promote health 
target services and raise 
awareness among people to 
ensure optimum delivery of 
all health schemes run by 
the Government of India to 
every intended beneficiary.

On the occasion, ADDC 
Bandipora, Ali Afsar Khan; 
District Nodal Officer Co-
ordination, Mohammad 
Ashraf Hakak; JD Planning, 
Imtiyaz Ahmad; CMO Ban-
dipora, Dr Rafi Ahmad Salati 
besides officials from health 
and other departments were 
present.

Dr Owais launched ‘Ayusman 
Bhava’ campaign at Bandipora

EARTH NEWS SERVICE
----------------------------------
SHOPIAN: The Conserva-
tor of Forests (CoF) South 
Forest Circle (SFC), Irfan 
Ali Shah reviewed work-
ing of Forest Department 
in Shopian Forest Division, 
deliverance of Government 
work and the targets set for 
the current financial year in 
a meeting held at Padpawan 
Forest Complex.

The CoF interacted at 
length with the Forest Of-
ficers and Forest frontline 
staff, on various Delivera-
bles, schemes and Govern-
ment programs in forestry 
sector including Green J&K 
Drive, Green India Mission, 
Har Gaon Hariyali, Non 
Timber Forest Products pol-
icy implementation, For-
ests for recreation, fodder, 
livelihood, development of 
eco-tourism etc.

The CoF said “Green India 
mission is one of the missions 
that come under the umbrel-
la of the National Action Plan 
on Climate Change (NAPCC). 
Every country has an obliga-
tion to arrest the downward 
spiral of climate change. 
Hence, India as a responsible 
growing global power took 
up the responsibility of re-
ducing the deleterious effects 
of climate change by launch-

ing different missions under 
NAPCC. Accordingly Green 
India Mission was launched 
in Shopian in the year 2021 
to protect, restore and en-
hance forest cover”.

He said our focus in Sho-
pian is to increase the qual-
ity of degraded moderately 
dense forests and to ecolog-
ically restore open forests 
which have suffered degrada-
tion here due to different rea-
sons. He added that Grass-
lands and wetlands revival 
are other focus areas under 
this mission.

The CoF informed that 
during the year 2022-23, 
39350 numbers of plants 
were planted in the already 
fenced up areas with finan-
cial implication of Rs 6.786 

lacs.
He said in tune with Gov-

ernment initiatives on gen-
eration of livelihoods, the 
Forest Department in the last 
two years is also focusing on 
an increase in forest-based 
livelihood incomes for hun-
dreds of households in and 
around the forest areas.

He said the Green In-
dia Mission implementa-
tion mechanism in Shopian 
is quite robust and largely 
democratic in nature. At the 
district level, the implemen-
tation is being done by the 
Forest Development Agency. 
The Gram Sabha and vari-
ous committees are the key 
institutions for planning and 
implementation at the village 
level and works are being 

done through Village Forest 
Committees here.

The CoF informed that 
with long-term goals, the 
Green India Mission in Sho-
pian District has the capabil-
ity to fight the evils of food 
insecurity, climate change, 
water scarcity and livelihood 
insecurity of local and Tribal 
communities here.

The meeting among oth-
ers was attended by Moham-
mad Ayub Sheikh, Divisional 
Forest Officer, Shopian For-
est Division, Gh. Nabi Cho-
han, Range Officer Romshi, 
Fayaz Ahmad Mir, Range 
Officer Shopian, Mukhtar 
Ahmad Malik, Range Offi-
cer, Soil Conservation Range 
Shopian, Foresters of differ-
ent forest blocks.

Green India Mission has produced remarkable 
achievements in South Kashmir: Irfan

EARTH NEWS SERVICE
----------------------------------
KULGAM: Under the am-
bitious weekly Block Diwas 
programme and with an 
aim to strengthen the griev-
ances redressal mechanism 
in the district, the District 
Administration Kulgam to-
day organized Mega Block 
Diwas in three blocks of the 
district viz. Devsar, Kulgam 
and D.H.Pora.

During the grievance 
redressal camps, all the 
concerned officers of differ-
ent departments remained 
available for people at all 
the three venues and lis-

tened to their issues and 
grievances for early redres-
sal.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Kulgam, Dr.Bi-
lal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat 
chaired a grievances redres-
sal camp at Kulgam where 
he listened to issues and 
grievances of people.

Public delegations from 
Chowgam, Santa’s, Sran-
doo, Frisal and various oth-
er areas participated in the 
grievance redressal camp 
and apprised the DC of their 
issues and grievances be-
sides other developmental 
requirements of their areas.

All the issues were lis-
tened to by the chair and 
some of the issues were 
redressed on the spot. On 
the occasion, Officers on 
the spot responded to the 
queries and demands of 
people pertaining to their 
departments. Addressing 
the occasion, the DC urged 
people to participate in 
upcoming Gram Sabhas to 
prioritize developmental 
requirements of their areas. 
Earlier, ACD gave a detailed 
brief on action taken on 
grievances and issues raised 
during previous block di-
was.

EARTH NEWS SERVICE
----------------------------------
SHOPIAN: The Depart-
ment of Agriculture & Farm-
ers Welfare, Shopian today 
organized a Seminar cum 
Awareness programme 
on ‘Transformation of 
Bee-Keeping’, under Nation-
al Beekeeping & Honey Mis-
sion (NBHM) at mini-secre-
tariat, Shopian with the aim 
to deliberate the importance 
of beekeeping and to achieve 
the goals of ‘Sweet Revolu-
tion’.

The programme was inau-
gurated by the Deputy Com-
missioner, (DC) Shopian, Faz 
Lul Haseeb and was attend-
ed by officers of Agri- allied 
departments, experts from 
SKUAST, KVK, Information, 
Banks, Employment, NRLM 
and other officers, besides 
farmers, beekeepers and un-
employed youth.

Addressing the occasion, 
DC stressed that the depart-
ment is providing financial 
support under National Bee-
keeping and Honey Mission 
(NBHM) and Holistic Agri-
culture Development Pro-

gramme (HADP) for taking 
apiculture ventures, both for 
livelihood /income genera-
tion as well as for ecological 
balance.

Honey is being used for 
varied purposes in the world 
and its demand is rising, said 
DC while asking farmers to 
take advantage of seminars 
and tap the rising demand of 
honey across the world.

He asked farmers to make 
efforts for cultivating good 
quality honey, on a massive 
scale so as to capitalize the 
rising demand.

During the seminar, the 
resource persons provided 
awareness to the beekeepers 
and potential youth regard-
ing the potential of beekeep-
ing in the district.

They sensitised farmers 
and potential youth to take 
up benefits of the available 
government schemes for cre-
ating livelihood for the youth 
on one side and for pollina-
tion and health benefits on 
the other.

Speakers also disseminat-
ed awareness among the peo-
ple about various new and 

scientific beekeeping culti-
vation methods so that pro-
duction and productivity is 
increased across the district.

Emphasis was also laid 
on to ensure hand holding 
of farmers not only in in-
creasing the production but 
to work on the marketing as-
pect to fetch the best prices of 
their products.

Speaking on the occasion, 
CAO asked the farmers to 
take maximum benefit un-
der the programme by get-
ting training and awareness 
of different Government 
schemes to establish their in-
come generating units under 
the Apiculture sector.

Bee keepers, integrated 
farmers and others engaged 
in interactive sessions with 
experts on varied issues of 
beekeeping management 
strategies.

During day one, sessions 
on the importance of bees, 
the role of pollination, man-
agement of bee colonies and 
high income opportunities in 
the beekeeping sector were 
held where detailed informa-
tion was provided.

2-day seminar, awareness programme 
organized on Beekeeping at Shopian

Grievance redressal camps 
held at 3 blocks of Kulgam

EARTH NEWS SERVICE
----------------------------------
SRINAGAR:  Acting tough 
against the drug menace, 
police in Baramulla have or-
ganised one-day Anti-Drug 
Conference for Religious 
Leaders & Religious Preach-
ers (Imams) at Dak Bungalow 
Baramulla.

Various police officers in-
cluding DIG North Kashmir 
Range Baramulla Shri Vivek 
Gupta-IPS, SSP Baramul-
la Shri Amod Nagpure-IPS, 
DySP Hqrs Baramulla, SDPO 
Pattan, SDPO Tangmarg, 
DySP DAR DPL Baramulla 
attended the conference. In 

the conference, experts from 
various fields including legal, 
medical, social, governmen-
tal and religious backgrounds 
also participated who shared 
their insights on topics of 
religious condemnations of 
drugs.

DIG North Kashmir Range 
Shri Vivek Gupta-IPS stressed 
the pivotal role of civil societ-
ies and religious institutions 
in combating the scourge of 
drug addiction within our 
society. Emphasizing the in-
tense influence of religious 
leaders, he noted that they are 
not only respectable figures 
but also our moral compass, 

guiding us with unwavering 
devotion along the righteous 
path of our faith.

The audience predom-
inantly consisted of reli-
gious leaders, preachers and 
youth. SSP Baramulla, Shri 
Amod Ashok Nagpure-IPS 
addressed the gathering, em-
phasizing the crucial role that 
religious leaders and civil so-
ciety play in reducing the de-
mand for drugs.

Pertinently, Baramul-
la Police has already taken 
significant steps in the war 
against drugs, with more 
than 200 cases registered un-
der the NDPS Act, over 300 

drug peddlers arrested, and 
54 hardcore drug peddlers 
booked under PIT NDPS PSA. 
Police have also confiscated 
illegal drug property valued 
at Rs 2 crore in Baramulla. 
SSP Baramulla stressed that  
while these actions are vital, 
it’s a collective effort involv-
ing all stakeholders that will 
truly lead to a drug-free so-
ciety.

Participants at the confer-
ence applauded the unique 
approach of the Police and 
expressed their appreciation 
for the police’s tireless work 
in making the community saf-
er and drug-free.

Police organizes anti-drugs 
conference in Baramulla

EARTH NEWS SERVICE
----------------------------------------------
BARAMULLA:  The District Election 
Office Baramulla today conducted a day 
long training session for micro observers to 
be deployed for Urban Local Bodies (ULB) 
Election 2023. The training session was 
held under the supervision of Deputy Dis-
trict Election Officer Baramulla and Nodal 
Officer SVEEP.

The one-day training session which 
was conducted at various locations of 
Baramulla including Government Degree 
College Boys, Government Higher Second-
ary School and Government Boys Higher 

Secondary School Baramulla was led by 
District-Level Master Trainers (DLMT) to 
impart training on the occasion. During 
the training programme, the District Level 
Master Trainers presented detailed infor-
mation regarding the preparation and con-
duct of the upcoming Urban Local Bodies 
(ULB) election 2023. The Nodal Officer 
Election Monitoring urged ROs and AROs 
to adhere to the rules and regulations and 
go through the ROs handbook.

On the occasion, a question-and-an-
swer session to address the doubts about 
the election procedures and rules were 
held, ensuring that the ULB Elections in 

the district are conducted in a free, fair and 
transparent manner. With regard to the 
elections, many participants raised sev-
eral queries to which the Master Trainers 
gave satisfactory answers, clearing all the 
doubts regarding the EVM and other nec-
essary procedures. Meanwhile, a compre-
hensive role to be played by ROs and AROs 
were explained to them including the elec-
tion management, the nomination process, 
scrutiny of nomination papers, procedure 
for withdrawal of candidature, EVM man-
agement, polling and counting votes, de-
claring results, and adhering to the provi-
sions of the model code of conduct.

ULB Elections 2023: Training 
Session conducted in Baramulla

EARTH NEWS SERVICE
----------------------------------
SRINAGAR: Nazir Ahmad 
Khan, Chairman, District De-
velopment Council, Budgam 
called on Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha at Raj Bhavan 
today. The DDC Chairman 
expressed gratitude to the Lt 
Governor for the comprehen-
sive development initiatives 
being undertaken in Budgam 
District. Sh Rafi Ahmad Mir, 
former legislator from Pahal-
gam also met the Lt Governor 
and discussed various devel-
opmental issues of the area.

A delegation led by Zahoor 
Ahmad Rather, President, 
J&K Committee, Apple Farm-
ers’ Federation of India called 

on the Lt Governor and ap-
prised their concerning issues.

A delegation of National 
Awardee Teachers of J&K led 
by Sh Wali Mohammad Bhat 
met the Lt Governor and put 
forth issues of the National 
Awardee teachers.

Later, Dr. Farida Khan, 
BDC Chairperson Sopore also 
called on the Lt Governor and 
discussed public importance 
issues of her area.

While interacting with the 
public representatives and the 
members of the delegations, 
the Lt Governor assured them 
of appropriate action on all the 
genuine issues and demands 
presented during the meet-
ings.

DDC Chairman Budgam, 
Delegation of Apple Farmers’ 

Federation call on LG

Weekly Block Diwas 
held at Gutlibagh

GANDERBAL: To take firsthand appraisal of public griev-
ances, the Additional Deputy Commissioner (ADC) Gander-
bal, Mehraj-u-din Shah today held public darbar as part of 
weekly Block Diwas at Gutlibagh Ganderbal.

The program witnessed immense participation of locals 
and PRIs who apprised the ADC about grievances and devel-
opmental needs in their respective areas.

Locals put forth their issues relating to problems particu-
larly development of existing roads, augmentation of drink-
ing water supply, better health care facilities and other issues 
of public importance. The Officers and officials of all line 
departments were present on the occasion who remained 
busy in registering the demands and grievances of the locals 
with an aim to ensure redressal of grievances in minimum 
possible time. The ADC gave patient hearing to the grievanc-
es raised and assured quality disposal of genuine issues in 
a time bound manner. He also gave on spot directions for 
redressal of many issues of urgent category as per the com-
petence of concerned departments.

Among others, the program was attended by District 
Youth Services and Sports officer, District Lead Bank Man-
ager and other officials of line departments.

Come forward and avail 
benefits under various 

schemes: Dir 
Horticulture to growers 

ANANTNAG: The Director 
Horticulture Kashmir, G R Mir 
today conducted an extensive 
visit of District Anantnag and 
participated in two awareness 
programmes held at depart-
mental nursery Bijbehara and 
Sirhama in Srigufwara zone.

The twin programmes were 
attended by a large number of 
growers. Director Horticulture 
in his address emphasized 
upon growers to come forward 
to avail the benefits available 
with the department under 
various schemes. Scientists 
of SKAUST-K gave a detailed 
account on management of 
different diseases, pests, leaf 
minor etc. Suggestions from 
farmers were encouraged for 
redressal of various issues re-
garding implementation of dif-
ferent schemes prevalent in the 
department. During the visit, 
Director was accompanied 
by Joint Director Horticul-
ture Kashmir, Zahoor Ahmad 
Bhat, a team of scientists of 
SKAUST-K, Chief Horticulture 
Officer Anantnag, senior tech-
nical officer, DLSMS Anant-
nag, DLSMS Pulwama, Horti-
culture Development Officers 
and officials of the department.
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Accessible healthcare ...
the need for accessible and quality healthcare facili-

ties, especially in remote areas, to meet the healthcare re-
quirements of the local population effectively,” said the
spokesperson.

The Advisor of UT Ladakh Dr Pawan Kotwal com-
mended the dedicated efforts of healthcare workers in
Ladakh, who have been at the forefront of battling the chal-
lenges and he expressed his gratitude for their unwavering
commitment and urged continued support and resources
to enhance the region's healthcare infrastructure.

Dr Pawan emphasized that organ donation can save
countless lives and transform the landscape of healthcare
in Ladakh. He encouraged individuals and families to con-
sider registering as organ donors, emphasizing the positive
impact such a decision can have on society.

In the momentous event, Dr Pawan officially launched
the Tuberculosis (TB) Diagnosis Van, an innovative ini-
tiative aimed at bringing TB diagnosis services closer to
the public. The TB Diagnosis Van, equipped with the latest
technology, particularly the Cartridge-Based Nucleic Acid
Amplification Test (CBNAAT), will travel to various com-
munities, reaching even the most remote and underserved
areas, to provide timely and accurate TB diagnosis services.
This initiative is a crucial part of the ongoing efforts to com-
bat tuberculosis, a disease that continues to affect millions
of people.

The launch ceremony marked the beginning of an ex-
tensive outreach program that will see the TB Diagnosis Van
visiting various locations in UT Ladakh in the coming
months. This initiative is expected to make a significant
impact on the region's efforts to eradicate TB and improve
the health and well-being of its citizens.

Director of Health Services Dr. Motup Dorje expressed
profound gratitude to all those who attended the launch of
Ayushmaan Bhav.

Advisor of UT Ladakh Dr. Pawan Kotwal; Additional
Director General of Police, UT Ladakh, Dr. S. D. Singh
Jamwal; Commissioner/Secretaries Padma Angmo and
Kacho Mehboob Ali Khan; Secretary Yatinder M. Mar-
alkar; Deputy Commissioner, Leh, Santosh Sukhadeva;
Director of Health, UT Ladakh Dr. Motup Dorje; Direc-
tor of Tourism Kunzes Angmo; Executive Director SIDCO,
and officials, dignitaries, healthcare officials, attended the
launch event of the Ayushmaan Bhav.

Army colonel, ...
intervening night of 12-13 Sep in Area Garol, Anant-

nag.
"Contact established and firefight ensued. Two Army

personnel and one J&K Police personnel injured. Operation
in progress."

In the evening, Director General of Police Dilbag Singh,
Additional Director General of Police (Kashmir) Vijay Ku-
mar along with other senior officers paid floral tributes to
the slain DySP.

The attack comes a day after an Army personnel and
Kent, a six-year-old female Labrador of the Army's dog
unit, were killed and three security personnel injured in
the gunfight in South of Pir Panjal at Rajouri in Jammu
region. Two terrorists were killed in an encounter in the
remote Narla village.

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha saluted the braver-
hearts.

“I salute the courage and supreme sacrifice of Army’s
braveheart Rifleman Ravi who laid down his life in the line
of duty in Rajouri. His selfless service to the nation will al-
ways be remembered. My heartfelt condolences to the
family of the martyr,” the LG wrote on X.

Former chief minister of Jammu and Kashmir Omar
Abdullah offered his condolences.

"Terrible terrible news from J&K. An army colonel, a
major and a J&K Police DYSP gave the ultimate sacrifice in
an encounter in Kokernag area of South Kashmir today.
DySP Humayan Bhat, Major Ashish Dhonack, and
Colonel Manpreet Singh laid down their lives in an en-
counter with terrorists. May their souls rest in peace & may
their loved ones find strength at this difficult time," he
posted on X.

PDP president Mehbooba Mufti while offering con-
dolences to the bereaved families said there was no place for
such acts of violence.

People's Conference chairman Sajad Gani Lone also
condoled the death of the bravehearts. Paying tributes to the
three fallen officers, BJP leader Altaf Thakur said the secu-
rity forces are committee to root out terror from Jammu and
Kashmir.

Advisor Kotwal ...
reevaluation of the population projections for Kargil

District concerning water supply and sewage systems. He
emphasized prioritizing densely populated areas that re-
quire development attention. Furthermore, he author-
ized UT High Powered Steering Committee PS H&UDD
(Planning Section Housing and Urban Development De-
partment) to exercise financial authority at their discre-
tion.

The meeting saw the participation of Secretaries,
Deputy Commissioners (DCs), concerned officers, and of-
ficials, making it a comprehensive and productive session
dedicated to advancing the AMRUT projects in UT
Ladakh.

Pak trying ...
They are trying to stop this journey of progress but we

will not allow them to succeed," he said.
His remarks came on a day Colonel Manpreet Singh,

Major Ashish and Deputy Superintendent of Jammu and
Kashmir Police Humayun Bhat were killed in a gunfight
with terrorists in Kokernag area of Kashmir's Anantnag
district.

Replying to another question about the Rajouri en-
counter, he said that in Poonch and Rajouri "we tried to
neutralise foreign terrorists on Line of Control (LoC) it-
self".

"But some come... and try to do some acts here. We

have done good action in this recent encounter. One of
jawan was martyred", he said.

On the death of sniffer dog Kent in gunfire by ultras,
he said, "Our Kent laid down his life to save his handler.
He attacked the terrorist by moving ahead first."

A second terrorist was killed in an encounter with secu-
rity forces on Wednesday, raising the death toll during the
ongoing three-day search operation in a remote village in
Jammu and Kashmir's Rajouri district to three, officials
said.

A suspected Pakistani terrorist was killed in an en-
counter in the remote Narla village on Tuesday. An Army
personnel and Kent, a six-year-old female Labrador of the
Army's dog unit, also died while three security personnel
were injured in the gunfight.

Additional Director General of Police (Jammu Zone)
Mukesh Singh said another terrorist was killed in Wednes-
day's encounter.

Despite bad weather, security forces laid a strong cordon
around the area, 75 kilometres from Rajouri town,
throughout the night and extended the search to nearby ar-
eas in the morning, officials said.

Intermittent firing was reported during the night, cre-
ating fear among locals who demanded permanent security
posts, they said.

The security forces launched a cordon and search oper-
ation in the forested Patrada area on Monday and fired a few
rounds after noticing the suspicious movement of two peo-
ple, the officials said.

However, both the suspects managed to escape under
the cover of darkness and the thick foliage. They left be-
hind a rucksack and some clothes and other articles that
were recovered by the search parties.

A wreath-laying ceremony was held for Ravi Kumar, the
slain rifleman from Kishtwar district, at the Army garri-
son in Rajouri early on Wednesday.

Deputy Commissioner (Rajouri) Vikas Kundal and
senior Army officers along with those from other ranks
laid wreaths on Kumar's coffin. His body is being airlifted
to his hometown for last rites with full military honours.

"White Knight Corps salutes the supreme sacrifice of Ri-
fleman Ravi during 'Op Sujaligala' in the highest traditions
of the Indian Army. His unwavering dedication and serv-
ice to our nation will always be remembered," the Kammu-
based XVI Corps said in a post on X.

A defence spokesperson said a brave Army dog lost
her life while saving her handler during Tuesday's gun-
fight.

"The Army dog, Kent, was at the forefront of Opera-
tion Sujaligala. Kent was leading a column of soldiers on the
trail of the fleeing terrorists. She came down under heavy
hostile fire. While shielding her handler, she laid down her
own life in the best traditions of the Indian Army," the
spokesperson said.

On September 4, a terrorist was killed and two security
personnel were injured in nearby Gali Sohab village in the
Chassana area of Reasi district.

The border districts of Rajouri and Poonch have wit-
nessed several encounters this year, resulting in the deaths
of about 26 terrorists and 10 security personnel.

Most of the terrorists were killed while attempting to
sneak into this side from across the border, the officials
said.

Khirwar holds ...
and enhancement of housing units.
While addressing the gathering, the Principal Secre-

tary Sanjeev Khirwar reiterated the Ladakh Administra-
tion's unwavering commitment to ensuring that the bene-
fits of PMAY-U reach every eligible citizen in the region. He
called upon all stakeholders to work together cohesively to
transform the housing landscape of Ladakh.

The meeting served as a platform for constructive dia-
logue and collaboration, marking another milestone in
the Union Territory's journey towards inclusive and sustain-
able urban development.

The meeting concluded on an optimistic note, with
both districts reaffirming their dedication to the successful
implementation of PMAY-U in the region.

PMAY-U, launched by the Government of India, is a
flagship affordable housing scheme. Under the scheme,
financial assistance is extended to eligible beneficiaries to
facilitate the construction or enhancement of their
dwelling units.

The meeting was held with the attendance of the
Deputy Commissioner/CEO of LAHDC, Leh; Executive Of-
ficer of the Municipal Committee, Leh; and key officials,
while the Deputy Commissioner/CEO of LAHDC, Kargil;
Director of Housing & Urban Development Department
(H&UDD), UT Ladakh; Executive Officer of the Municipal
Committee, Kargil and key officials joined the meeting vir-
tually to deliberate on the implementation and progress of
the Prime Minister's Awaas Yojana Urban (PMAY-U) in the
Union Territory of Ladakh.

In another significant sustainable development aimed
at addressing vital infrastructure needs, Khirwar took
charge by convening a high-level meeting at the Civil Sec-
retariat in Leh.

This meeting focused on the critical subject of Sewerage
Treatment Plants (STPs) and their crucial role in improv-
ing sanitation and environmental conditions in the region.

At the outset of the meeting, the consultant agency
Yash Innovative Solutions left an indelible mark by deliv-
ering a comprehensive and detailed presentation on the
state-of-the-art sewerage treatment plant in Leh. The
meeting, attended by key stakeholders and experts in the
field, served as a pivotal moment in shedding light on the
groundbreaking advancements in sewage management.

The Principal Secretary emphasized the UT Ladakh
administration’s commitment to environmental sustain-
ability, detailing how the treatment plant operates in an
eco-friendly manner. He highlighted the plant's increased
capacity to handle sewage, demonstrating its ability to ac-
commodate growing urban populations while maintaining
high-quality treatment standards.

Sanjeev Khirwar emphasized that sewerage treatment
plants should not only treat sewage effectively but also
meet stringent environmental standards. He underscored
the importance of involving local communities in the plan-
ning and execution of sewage treatment projects.

Discussions and deliberations revolved around the
ambitious plans for the expansion and establishment of
new Sewerage Treatment Plants in Ladakh. The objective
is to meet the growing demands of urbanization while pre-

serving the pristine environment of the region. STPs are ex-
pected to significantly enhance sanitation and environ-
mental conditions across the UT.

The meeting was held with the attendance of the Direc-
tor of the Housing & Urban Development Department
(H&UDD), UT Ladakh; key officials and officers from UT
Administration, and the consultant agency.

Meanwhile, Khirwar also chaired a meeting to discuss
the nitty-gritties of the Detailed Project Report (DPR) of the
comprehensive sewerage system and Sewerage Treat-
ment Plan (STP) for Kargil district being prepared by exe-
cuting agency Ecofirst Services Limited, in the presence
of officials of the Project Monitoring Unit – Pricewater-
houseCoopers Private Limited.

Discussions were held on revising the report as per the
revised population data and additional areas incorporated
in the project, identified as newly populated. The Principal
Secretary also discussed the means and methods to incor-
porate the existing sewerage systems of individual house-
holds with the main sewerage line, leading to the STP, and
directed the PMU to explore all possible options to get it
done in the most efficient and effective manner.

The implementing agency also apprised the chair of
the comments received from IIT on the feasibility of the
DPR and informed that the suggested changes have been
duly incorporated.

Deliberations were also held on developing STP for
Kurbathang, which is fast becoming a growing area in the
Kargil district.  

Gyalson anguished ...
53 towers to date. 
They further assured the gathering of their commit-

ment to complete the erection of 90 towers and the founda-
tion base for an additional 30 towers at both Package-I
and Package-II sites by the end of October 2023.

Taking strict note of the delay in work execution at the
designated Package-II sites, CEC Gyalson and Deputy
Chairman Angchuk emphasised the need to enhance
manpower at all project sites and instructed the agencies to
ensure the timely execution of civil works before the conclu-
sion of the working season.

The CEC also instructed Chief Engineer PDD Ladakh
and Officers of PGCIL to closely monitor the work progress
for a smooth and timely completion of the developmental
works for the strategic 220 KV S/C Phyang-Diskit, Nubra
Power Transmission Line project.

JKBFSL opens...
building, Main Market here.

Chief Executive Councillor (CEC), LAHDC Leh, Adv.
Tashi Gyalson inaugurated the new branch in presence of
bank’s Zonal Head Dorjey Angchuk, Managing Director
JKBFSL Syed Aadil Bashir Andrabi and senior officers of
J&K Bank and prominent customers of the area. The latest
addition takes number of J&K Bank FSL branches to 13,
with 12 of them in Jammu & Kashmir and 1 in Gurugram.

Speaking on the occasion, the CEC lauded the JKBFSL
for diversifying its product portfolio to provide tailor made
solutions to the investment needs of its customers in
Ladakh. He exuded confidence that people in Ladakh
would avail financial investment services nand grow their
capital.

Also speaking, the Zonal Head, Dorjey Angchuk
briefed about the objectives of JKBFSL and the facilities
available at its newly opened branch. “The JKBFSL is a
wholly owned subsidiary of J&K Bank to function as a finan-
cial intermediary for providing investment services other
than banking to its’ customers,” he informed the gathering.

MD JKBFSL gave an overview of financial services be-
ing offered by the branch to its customers. “Regulated by
SEBI, the Company is registered with NSE and BSE as a
Stock Broker and Self-Clearing Member and with Asso-
ciation of Mutual Funds in India (AMFI) for distribution of
Mutual Fund products,” he informed.

He also informed that JKBFSL would also open its
branch in Kargil next year to extend the facilities of financial
services to people there.

UT: Work ...
year,” Gadkari said in a series of tweets on Tuesday

evening.
The Minister said these 3 packages encompass a

staggering 97.726 Km, featuring 13 major bridges, 18 mi-
nor bridges, and an astounding 620 box culverts.

Gadkari said the terrain presents immense chal-
lenges, with a deep gorge on one side and a steep hill on
the other. He said the region's harsh environment,
marked by scant vegetation and low oxygen levels, cou-
pled with its extreme cold climate, compounds the diffi-
culties. Over half of the stretch lacks habitation and net-
work connectivity.

The Minister said upon completion, this all-weather
road will serve as a crucial infrastructure asset, facilitat-
ing troop and heavy artillery movement. Beyond its
strategic importance, the project is poised to spur eco-
nomic development and boost tourism in the region, he
added.

Gadkari said under the visionary leadership of PM
Shri Narendra Modi  this ambitious initiative reflects a
commitment to achieving efficient, trouble-free, and en-
vironmentally conscious mobility in the border region.

INDIA’s first...
making body of the alliance, were present at the

meeting that took place against the backdrop of a raging
row over DMK leader Udhayanidhi Stalin's controver-
sial remark on the Sanatan Dharma.

Congress General Secretary K C Venugopal, who is a
member of the panel, said Abhishek Banerjee of the
TMC could not attend the meeting due to the summons
issued by the Enforcement Directorate(ED). The
CPI(M) is yet to nominate its member.

He alleged that the ED summons was a result of the
"vendetta politics" of the BJP and the prime minister.

"The coordination committee decided to start the
process of determining the seat-sharing. It was decided
that the member parties will hold the talks and decide
(seat-sharing) at the earliest," Venugopal said, reading
out from a joint statement.

He said the committee also decided that the opposi-
tion bloc's leaders will hold joint public meetings in dif-
ferent parts of the country.

"The first public meeting will be held at Bhopal in the
first week of October on the issue of rising prices, unem-
ployment and corruption of the BJP government. The
parties present in the meeting agreed to take up the issue
of the caste census," the Congress leader said.

Meanwhile, West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee had an awkward moment when a smiling Sri
Lanka President Ranil Wickremesinghe asked the TMC
chief in a lighter vein, whether she is going to lead the IN-
DIA bloc at a chance meeting in Dubai.

Banerjee met Wickremesinghe at the Dubai airport.
"If people support us, we can be in a position (power)

tomorrow," replied a a visibly amused chief minister,
who is on a 12-day official trip to Dubai and Spain.

At his media briefing, Venugopal also said the coordi-
nation committee authorised the sub-group on media to
decide upon the names of the anchors on whose shows
none of the INDIA parties will send their representa-
tives.

Aam Aadmi Party(AAP) leader Raghav Chadha later
told reporters that the BJP is "badly scared" of the INDIA
alliance, claiming that "they are so scared that they are
even ready to change the name of the country. They love
neither Bharat nor India, they only love power."

National Conference(NC) chief Omar Abdullah said
discussions on seat sharing will start soon.

"It is impossible to have a uniform formula applied to
all. But discussions will start immediately," he said,
adding that the primary focus is going to be on Parlia-
ment seats, but wherever possible it will happen in the
assembly polls too and discussion started on that as well.

"One of the things I have proposed is seats that are al-
ready held by members of INDIA bloc, those seats
should not be disturbed," he said.

Javed Ali Khan of the Samajwadi Party(SP) said
there were no differences between the members. "We
decided that seat sharing should be completed as soon as
possible."

Asked if there will be seat sharing in assembly polls as
well, he said, "It is an alliance... If they bring one nation
one election, even for Panchayat elections there will be
seat sharing, but that is not the case at present."

Besides Pawar, Venugopal, Chadha, Abdullah and
Khan, the other leaders present at the meeting were
Jharkhand Chief Minister and JMM leader Hemant
Soren, CPI's D Raja, DMK's T R Baalu, RJD leader Te-
jashwi Yadav, JD(U)'s Sanjay Jha, PDP chief Mehbooba
Mufti and Shiv Sena (Uddhav Balasaheb Thackeray)
leader Sanjay Raut.

Holding of joint public rallies while taking up public
issues was decided at the last meeting of the grouping
held in Mumbai.

The resolution issued on September 1 after the third
meeting of the bloc in Mumbai, said the parties would
contest polls together "as far as possible", and that seat
sharing in arrangements in different states would be
"initiated immediately" and concluded "at the earliest".

According to opposition leaders while seat sharing in
states like Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Bihar have
been more or less sorted out, the negotiations in Delhi,
Punjab and West Bengal could be challenging.

The meeting also focussed on finalising campaigns
and rallies to be held in the coming days, but no decision
in this regard was announced.

Over two dozen opposition parties have formed the
Indian National Developmental Inclusive Alliance (IN-
DIA) to challenge the BJP-led National Democratic Al-
liance(NDA) unitedly in the 2024 Lok Sabha polls.

At the first meeting of the Opposition bloc in Patna in
June, it was decided that the strongest candidate from
each seat would be picked up for the Lok Sabha polls.

Sources said that leaders of several opposition par-
ties have sought an early seat-sharing formula to be
worked out to ensure that a joint opposition candidate is
put up against BJP candidates in Lok Sabha seats.

However, several leaders said the parties have to
"shed their egos" and "vested interests" in arriving at
such a formula.

Rs 1,650 cr ...
Minister Narendra Modi said his government ac-

cords top priority to ensure pollution free kitchen and
good health for women.

"It has been our government's priority to ensure pol-
lution-free kitchens for every family across the country.
We are taking strong steps in this direction, so that along
with the good health of our mothers and sisters, their
standard of living becomes even better," he said on 'X'.

The total financial implication will be Rs 1,650 crore.
This includes Rs 2,200 per connection (14.2 kg single
bottle connection/ 5 kg double bottle connection), and
Rs 1,300 per connection (5 kg single bottle connection).

A targeted subsidy of Rs 200 per 14.2 kg LPG cylin-
der for up to 12 refills per year is being provided to PMUY
consumers.

With the release of additional 75 lakh connections,
the number of PMUY beneficiaries will go up to 10.35
crore.

An official release on the Cabinet decision said some
eligible households still do not have LPG connections.

This is due to multiple reasons new households are
formed every year as a result of rising population, mar-
riages, migration, nuclearisation of families, leftover
households, extremely remote locations etc.

There is demand for 15 lakh PMUY connections as of
August 31, 2023.

Last month, the government on Tuesday announced
a Rs 200 per cylinder cut in prices of domestic cooking
gas to soften the impact of rising inflation on households.

A 14.2-kg LPG cylinder in the national capital cost Rs
903.

For Ujjwala beneficiaries, the price of an LPG cylin-
der is Rs 703 after considering the continuing Rs 200 per
cylinder subsidy.

Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana was launched by the
Prime Minister in May 2016 to provide LPG connections
to women of below poverty line (BPL) families.

PMUY has majorly contributed to increase in LPG
penetration in the country from 62 per cent in 2016 to
near saturation now, the release said.
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EARTH NEWS SERVICE
----------------------------------
DODA: The Inter-District 
Divisional Level Volleyball 
Tournament for U-14 year 
girls commenced today here 
at the Sport Stadium.

The event is being orga-
nized by the Youth Services 
and Sports Department 
Doda and the tournament 
shall continue till 5th of Oc-
tober 2023.

The inaugural function 
was held today with great en-
thusiasm and passion. with 8 
districts of Jammu Division 

participating in the Volley-
ball tournament. The Dis-
tricts of Jammu, Doda, Ra-
jouri, Reasi, Poonch, Kathua, 
Udhampur and Samba are 
participating in the grand 
event.

 The grand opening cere-
mony was attended by  Dep-
uty Commissioner, Vishesh 
Mahajan as the chief guest.

Accompanying him as the 
guest of honour was SSP, 
Abdul Qayoom. The wel-
come address was delivered 
by the DYSSO, Jaffer Haider 
Sheikh. He gave details of 

the competitions that are be-
ing organised by the District 
Youth Services and Sports 
Office Doda.

A colourful cultural pro-
gramme was also presented 
by the students which mes-
merized the audience with 
the beautiful dance perfor-
mances.

The DC, while speaking at 
the opening ceremony, said 
that the participation of the 
girl players in the tourna-
ment will strengthen their 
willpower. He urged the 
District Youth Services and 

Sports department  to take 
the participating girl players 
to some beautiful locations 
of the district Doda to famil-
iarize them with the beauti-
ful and historic spots of the 
area. The DC also interacted 
with the volleyball players 
and wished them best of 
luck.

The pledge for sports-
manship spirit and loyalty 
towards the sports was also 
taken up by the sport officials 
and participating players.

The tournament began 
with a match between Kath-

ua and Poonch volleyball 
teams. The Deputy Commis-
sioner Doda and SSP Doda 
also joined the first playing 
match between Kathua and 
Poonch with beautiful ser-
vices.

The event’s inaugura-
tion marked the beginning 
of an exciting and compet-
itive journey for young fe-
male volleyball players from 
across all districts of Jammu 
Division. The tournament 
promises spirited matches 
and a grand show of the tal-
ent of the aspiring athletes.

Inter-District-Divisional Level U-14 Girls 
Volleyball Tournament commences

EARTH NEWS SERVICE
----------------------------------
SRINAGAR: A preliminary 
meeting regarding host-
ing of 67th National School 
Games in the Disciplines of 
Football, Volleyball, Judo 
and Fencing was convened 
by the Director Youth Ser-
vices & Sports J&K in his 
office chamber here. 

It was decided that all the 
arrangements will be made 
in advance for the smooth 
and successful conduct of 
the important sports event.

The Department of Youth 
Services and Sports under 
the aegis of School Games 
Federation of India shall 
host these 4 National level 
events in Football for under 
19 Boys and Volleyball for 
under 17 boys at Srinagar. 

Simultaneously in the 
sports discipline of Judo 
for U/14 Boys/ Girls and in 
the discipline of Fencing for 
U/19 Boys/Girls at Jammu 
as per the calendar of School 
Games Federation of India 
(SGFI).

Expectedly teams from 
all the 44 SGFI affiliated 

units from different states/
UTs and organisations shall 
participate in each disci-
pline.

“The Department of 
Youth Services and Sports 
J&K has geared up its man-
power and machinery for 
the successful conduct of the 
event. Around 4000 partici-

pants across the country are 
going to participate in these 
events” Director YS&S said.

Joint Director Kash-
mir Waseem Raja, District 
Youth Services & Sports Of-
ficers and section in-charges 
of various sections of the 
Directorate of YSS were also 
present in the meeting.

About 4000 players & officials to be part of the 
sports extravaganza: Director Sports

67th National School Games: J&K 
to host Nationals in four games

EARTH NEWS SERVICE
----------------------------------
BARAMULLA: The under 
17 boys’ competition, which 
began with great excitement 
and enthusiasm yesterday as 
part of week-long Inter Dis-
trict Provincial level compe-
tition, culminated today with 
district Baramulla emerging 
victorious.

A total of 10 districts from 
the Kashmir province par-
ticipated, showcasing their 
talent and determination. 
Districts Baramulla, Bandi-
pora, Ganderbal, and Kup-
wara earned their places in 
the semi-finals after intense 
battles on the field.

In the semi-finals, Bara-
mulla triumphed over Kup-
wara, securing their spot in 
the final, while Bandipora 
secured their place by de-
feating Ganderbal in a fierce-
ly contested match.

The final match between 
Baramulla and Bandipora 

was a true spectacle, with 
Baramulla emerging as 
champions with a remark-
able 19 goals to Bandipora’s 
08 thereby winning by a 

margin of 11 goals.
During the prize ceremo-

ny winners and runners-up 
were given trophies and cer-
tificates.

Meanwhile, the excite-
ment shall continue tomor-
row with the under 19 boys’ 
competition set to take place 
at the same venue.

B’la triumphs in U-17 boys Inter-district 
Provincial Handball Competition

DUBAI: Opener Shub-
man Gill has achieved a ca-
reer-best second position and 
is the highest-ranked among 
three Indian batters, who are 
now in the top 10 of the ICC 
Men’s ODI rankings issued on 
Wednesday.

The other two Indians in 
the top-10 are skipper Rohit 
Sharma (8th) and the peerless 
Virat Kohli (9th).

Last time, three Indian 
batters were in ODI’s top-10 
list, it was way back in Janu-
ary, 2019. At that time, Rohit, 
Kohli and out-of-favour veter-
an Shikhar Dhawan were the 
three batters.

Gill, who had scored 58 
and figured in a 121-run open-
ing partnership with Rohit 
Sharma in the Asia Cup match 
against Pakistan, has moved 
up one spot while Indian skip-
per and Kohli have gained two 
places each in the latest chart 
released by the global cricket 
body.

Rohit has scored three 
successive half-centuries so 
far in the ongoing Asia Cup 
while Kohli advanced, thanks 

to his unbeaten 122 against 
Pakistan. Pakistan also have 
three batters in the top-10 
with less than a month to go 
for the start of the ICC men’s 
ODI World Cup.

Captain Babar Azam is at 
the top and enjoys a lead of 
more than 100 rating points 
over Gill, while Imam-ul-Haq 
and Fakhar Zaman are in fifth 
and 10 positions, respectively.

The latest weekly update, 
that also considers perfor-
mances in three matches of 
the South Africa-Australia 

series and two matches of the 
England-New Zealand series, 
saw South Africa’s Temba 
Bavuma closing in on a top-10 
place after striking three cen-
turies and two half-centuries 
in his last eight ODIs. He has 
advanced 21 places to 11th po-
sition while his previous best 
was 25th. Australia players 
Davis Warner (up one place 
to fourth), Travis Head (up six 
places to 20th) and Marnus 
Labuschagne (up 24 places to 
45th) have made significant 
progress as has the Indian 

pair of KL Rahul (up 10 places 
to 37th) and Ishan Kishan (up 
two places to 22nd).

Aiden Markram, Sadeera 
Samarawickrama, Liam Liv-
ingstone, Daryl Mitchell and 
Devon Conway are among 
others to gain in the latest up-
date.

New Zealand’s Trent Boult 
is up to joint-second place 
among bowlers while Austra-
lia leg-spinner Adam Zampa 
is in the top five of the bowl-
ing rankings for the first time 
after taking four wickets in 
the second match against 
South Africa. Indian left-arm 
wrist-spinner Kuldeep Yadav 
has gained five places to reach 
seventh position after grab-
bing nine wickets in two Asia 
Cup matches.

Pakistan fast bowler Haris 
Rauf has soared eight spots 
and is in the 21st position 
while India fast bowler Jasprit 
Bumrah (up eight places to 
27th) and all-rounder Hardik 
Pandya (up 21 places to 56th) 
have also made big gains. 
Pandya is also up four places 
to sixth among all-rounders.

Gill attains career-best second spot in ODI 
batters chart; Rohit, Kohli also in top-10

NEW DELHI: Saina Nehwal is aware 
that qualifying for the Paris Olympics will 
be “tough” for her but the injury-ravaged 
Indian shuttler has no plans to quit bad-
minton and would do everything under 
the sun to resurrect her career.

Laid low by a spate of injuries, in-
cluding a recurring knee issue, and other 
health problems, the 33-year-old from 
Hyderabad has found it tough to stay fit 
to consistently turn up at the BWF World 
Tour events.

Her ranking has plummeted to num-
ber 55 in the world.

“I get inflammation in my knee when-
ever I train for an hour or two. I am not 
able to bend my knee so a second ses-
sion of training is not possible. The doc-
tors have given me a couple of injection. 
Of course the Olympics is near and it is 
tough (to qualify),” Saina told reporters.

“But I am trying my level best to come-
back. The physios are helping me but if 
the inflammation doesn’t reduce, it will 
take little more time to recover. I also 
don’t want to play half-heartedly and re-
sults will also not come.

“If you are trying to compete against 
An Seyoung, or Tai Tzu Ying or Akane 
(Yamaguchi), it won’t happen with just 
one hour of training. The level has im-
proved so much. So when you are play-
ing such high level players, you need a 
high level game,” Saina, who was named 
the ‘Race Ambassador’ for Harvest Gold 

Global Race on September 24 in Guru-
gram, said.

The former world number 1 last played 
at the Singapore Open in June this year.

It was her sixth tournament of the sea-
son. She managed just one quarterfinal 
finish in 14 events in 2022, while a semifi-
nal finish at Orleans Masters was her best 
performance in 8 events in 2021.

“If you are thinking about the knee 
showing inflammation after a training, 
then in tournament also if it shows up af-
ter one round, then it will be a negative 
sign.

“I am trying to sort out that first. Play-
ing is easy, to maintain the body, to not 
have any niggles is what is important. 
Hopefully with the guidance of physios 
and Dr Dinshaw Pardiwala, let’s see how 
I recover and comeback. It all depends on 
practice.” The two-time world champion-
ships medallist Saina last won a title in 
January 2019 at the Malaysia Masters.

While knee has been a recurring issue, 
she also had problems with groin and an-
kle, besides being diagnosed with acute 
gastroenteritis with mild pancreatitis in 
the past.

Asked about retirement, Saina said: 
“Woh toh sab ko karna parta hai (every-
one has to retire someday)...there is no 
deadline. Everyone is going to stop when 
you feel the body is not supporting you.”

“But at the moment I am trying. As a 
sports person, it is my duty to try because 

I love the game and I have been playing 
for so many years.

“But if it doesn’t happen, then it means, 
how much I have tried. I have done every-
thing, I mean I shouldn’t have any regret. 
My target is not to play Asian Games or 
Olympics because I have achieved a lot in 
those tournament and of course it could 
have been better if I would have been able 
to play, but let’s see how it goes.”

Saina, who trained under former India 
coach Vimal Kumar in 2015-16, backed 
fellow shuttler PV Sindhu’s decision to 
train for a week at the Prakash Padukone 
academy in Bangalore to regain her form.

“Change in coaches will help if you 
feel something is not working under some 
coach or change of atmosphere also helps. 
You need to try it out. I tried it and I could 
reach world no 1, reach world champion-
ships final.

“After playing 8 quarterfinals, some-
where mind stops thinking if I can ever 
cross quarterfinal stage. But I could do 
it after some change. It is required for a 
player.

“And why not? It is your career. After 
all, it is you who will sit and think what 
I have achieved in my career, so changes 
are always good if it is helping.”

Saina reckons that world champion-
ships bronze medallist HS Prannoy has a 
chance to return with a medal from Hang-
zhou, China.

“All are doing well, especially Prannoy 
is giving back-to-back good results. Let’s 
see there are some tough challenges. But 
I feel Prannoy is good and Sindhu has al-
ways done well in big tournaments,” she 
said.

The London Olympics bronze medal-
list feels the young brigade in women’s 
singles is lacking the all-round game re-
quired to succeed at world stage.

“Badminton is one of the toughest 
sports in the world physically. You need 
to be 100 per cent fit throughout the year 
to play 17 to 20 tournaments in a year. 
Sindhu and me were gifted, we were nat-
ural retrievers on the court and we had an 
attacking game as well.

“But other players as far as I am watch-
ing the matches, they lack a few things. It 
is not easy to play at the highest level un-
less you have an all-round game. 

Olympic qualification tough but 
Retirement is not on mind: Nehwal Nissan to be 

official partner for 
ICC Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2023

GURUGRAM: Nissan an-
nounced its 8th consecutive 
year of partnership with the 
International Cricket Council 
(ICC) as the Official sponsor 
for the ICC Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2023. This high-
ly anticipated event will take 
place in India from October 
5 to November 19, 2023 and 
will feature the Big, Bold, 
and Beautiful Nissan Mag-
nite as the Official car of the 
World Cup. To celebrate and 
commemorate its enduring 
partnership with the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC) and embrace the fes-
tive cricket season with great 
enthusiasm, Nissan Motor 
India has introduced the all-
new Nissan Magnite KURO 
Special Edition. Comment-
ing on the announcement 
Rakesh Srivastava, Managing 
Director, Nissan Motor India 
said, “Nissan is pleased to 
be the Official partner of all 
ICC tournaments and is de-
lighted to have the Big, Bold, 
Beautiful Nissan Magnite 
as the Official car of the ICC 
Cricket World Cup 2023. It 
is a proud moment for Nis-
san to introduce the Nissan 
Magnite KURO Special Edi-
tion in commemoration of 
its 8th year partnership, for 
this tournament Nissan will 
engage with multiple activ-
ities with millions of cricket 
fans on their deep passion 
strengthening its bonds, es-
pecially in India where crick-
et is a festival.” As the Official 
partner, Nissan will actively 
promote the ICC Men’s Crick-
et World Cup 2023, show-
casing the Nissan car at the 
stadium, in addition to excit-
ing on-ground engagement 
initiatives across the country.
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